
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                         

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

 We are having such a great time in Pre-K so far this year.  The students got a chance to explore the classroom 
and make some new friends.  Each day they get to pick different centers and become acquainted with one 
another.  They are learning the rules in the classroom and becoming familiar with the routine.  
     
This month we started our first Tools of the Mind theme: Family.  Each student brought in a family picture and 
we put it on our tree.  We then had a discussion about the different family members in each student’s family.  
Each center was turned into a different part of the house.  The dramatic play center is the kitchen, the block 
center is the garage, the science center is the bathroom, the literacy center is the bedroom, the table toys center 
is the family room, and the art center is the laundry room.      
   
Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

We must admit: Pre-K is a llama fun! September has gotten off to a great start with all students transitioning 
nicely into the full day preschool program. Our first few weeks have been mainly about adjusting to the school 
routine and I am already seeing tremendous progress with students’ language and social skills. Everyone comes 
into school happy to take on the day and always do their best work; I can tell this is going to be a great year! 

!
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For 9/11, everyone at Doyle School dressed up in red, white, and blue to show our patriotism. We did not 
discuss the specific events of 9/11, but we did talk about ways we can be kind and make the world a better 
place. Also in September, we began our weekly letter study which we will continue throughout the school year. 
This month we learned about the letter Cc. To reinforce letter recognition and sounds, students have been 
participating in multisensory instructional activities such as finding “mystery letters” in watercolor, rainbow 
tracing, making letters out of play doh, stamps, cut/paste activities, remembering songs/dances about each letter, 
and more.  

In math, we reviewed our colors and began sorting by color. Everyone is doing a fantastic job! 

Towards the end of the month, we began our first Tools of the Mind play theme: Family. To prepare, families 
sent in photos for our family tree and we discussed the roles and actions of different family members. We have 
been busy making props to transform the centers in our classroom into parts of the house. Our favorite place to 
play by far has been the kitchen (dramatic play center) and the garage (blocks)! 

Pre K  Age 4 Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 
  
September has been such a busy month for our Pre-K friends!  The students have worked on learning the 
classroom rules and routines!  Every day we have been practicing how to share and become better friends.   

On September 11th, we participated in a school wide Patriot’s Day ceremony.  Although we don’t remember the 
events that took place that day, we participated in the school-wide assembly. 

We ended the month with our first science eyes exploration.  The students investigated apples.  
We tasted apples and measured with cubes.  We learned the different parts of the apples.   We made beautiful 
paintings using our apples.  We also measured ourselves using apples. 

  

 

Overall we have had a strong start to our school year. I am so excited to watch the progress 
everyone will inevitably make!
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Pre K Age 4 - Mrs. Rightmyer 
    

We are off to a great start in our Pre-K classroom!  The children have been learning our classroom rules, 
routines, and how to share! We have been learning about our classmates and love coming to school to see our 
friends each day!  This month was busy with a lot of activities and events! On September 11th, we participated 
in a school wide 9/11 assembly. 
                        

! !  

We kicked off our month of September with color week where the children dressed up in different colors of the 
rainbow each day.  We had beautiful weather this month and spent a lot of time outside!  On the first day of fall 
we went on a nature scavenger hunt.  We searched for signs of fall such as fallen leaves, acorns, squirrels and 
chipmunks, and more! 
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We started our first Tools of the Mind theme: “Family”.  Our classroom has turned into a house with a 
bathroom, living room, playroom, kitchen, laundry room, and a garage.  Children create a play plan on what 
they would like to do in each center.  Children have had a great time pretending to cook dinner, wash clothes, 
fix the car, and even create pictures of what they want to watch on TV.  We have a lot of imaginative minds in 
this class and we can’t wait to see where their creativity will take us! 

   
   
                         
Kindergarten- Ms. Focarino 

It has been a great start to the year in kindergarten! We have quickly made new friends and have become a 
family in this classroom. Recently, we have mastered all of our color words and began writing full sentences! 
We are currently learning about Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We love acting out the story with the props we 
made in our centers.  
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In math, we are learning to read, write and understand numbers 0-5. Our favorite part of math is when we get to 
buddy up to show off our skills. We are looking forward to many exciting things in the months ahead. We are 
mostly excited about starting adventures with Jack and Annie in The Magic Tree House Series! 

Kindergarten- Ms. Goodlin 

We have been focusing on many topics in class. For morning work, we have been working on family topics and 
colors.  
In reading and writing class, we have been reading, writing and acting out a few Fairy Tales such as the Little 
Red Riding Hood and The Three Little Pigs. We are all signed on for Raz-Plus and use this program for 
independent reading time and use it for our homework too!  

Our math topics have been identifying, counting and writing numerals up to five.  

In science class, we have talked about seasons changing and science skills.  

In health class, we discussed healthy snack choices and had a couple of healthy snack parties to celebrate 
Johnny Appleseed's Birthday and our good behavior for our special teachers (music, art and gym). We even 
made a picture graph of our favorite apple color.  

Kindergarten- Mrs. Pagliocca 

We started off the school year meeting new friends and learning new routines.  These twenty–five 
kindergarteners are busy learning the self-regulation exercises such as freeze dance, graphics practice, book 
buddies and share the news.  They are doing an outstanding job with this and are becoming more regulated each 
day.  September has been an awesome month with many smiles.          
Back to School Night was great!  I enjoyed talking with the parents to discuss all of the wonderful happenings 
in our classroom and how they can help their child this kindergarten year.  It is all about unity between the 
teacher and parents.  Together we will make great things happen.  I am so looking forward to this school year!   

! ! !  
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Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

What an amazing start to the new year of school for our new group of kindergartners. We got to know each 
other by making family trees at home and sharing them in our classroom.  Our second week of school was, “All 
About Me”, this is when got to know our classmates. During this week, the students created “Let me TACO 
‘bout myself” with an all about me Taco Craft.  

  
In addition, we started our unit on Fairy Tales. We kicked off our Fairy Tale unit by reading The Three Little 
Pigs. We started literacy centers. The students starting learning the letters in the alphabet. We learned 12 out of 
the 26 letters, and they are already blending the sounds together to help them read and write.  

In math, we learned how to write and count numbers 1 through five. The students love to sing the songs to help 
them form the numbers the correct way. They completed their first ever math test and they are doing so well!  

We look forward to another busy month! We will finish our Fairy Tales unit, and meet our new friends, Jack and 
Annie from the Magic Tree House Series!  

Grades K-2 Self-Contained- Ms. Humphrey  

September has been a very busy month for my class. We have started to review our letters and letter sounds. In 
the beginning of the month we learned all about families. We read stories, drew pictures and made a book all 
about our families. We also have been learning about fairy tales and colors. We read, The Three Little Pigs, and 
wrote a message to match the story. 
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In math, we have been learning how to follow the calendar routine, write our numbers, count, and graph. 
  
On September 11th, our class learned about the Twin Towers and the Freedom Tower. We looked at pictures and 
talked about different buildings in New York City. In honor of 9/11 we painted heart shaped flags. 

I can’t wait to see how much more my students learn in October!  
  
Grade 1 Mrs. Gomez/Ms. Cortina 

We have had so much getting to know each other in the month of September. Students have smoothly 
transitioned from kindergarten to grade 1. They have adjusted nicely to their new classroom environment, as 
well as became reacquainted with old and new classmates. Throughout the first month of school, students were 
introduced to daily classroom routines, procedures, and expectations.  

We have launched our first unit in reader’s workshop. Students have learned the basics of workshop time, as 
well as how to show reader respect when reading independently. They have also learned how to work with their 
carpet partners. In addition, we have reviewed skills learned in kindergarten, such as identifying the author, 
illustrator, characters, and setting. Students are applying these skills during independent reading time. Our class 
is working hard to build reading stamina. Students were also introduced to “Flashlight Friday.” Every Friday, 
we dim the lights in the classroom and students read with their flashlights around various parts of the classroom. 
It is so much fun!  

!  
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In word study, students have reviewed letters and letter sounds through the Orton-Gillingham three-part drill. 
Students have learned all of their vowel sounds and digraphs. We have also mastered 15 red (sight) words. 
Students learned how to work in their center rotation, and work with the members of their group. Students rotate 
between the five centers throughout the week to reinforce learned skills. These centers include guided reading, 
pattern word work, red word work, listening to reading, and writing.  

In math, students have completed Topic One, Understanding Addition and Subtraction. Throughout this topic, 
students have learned how to add and subtract using the part-part-whole strategy. Students have mastered 
writing addition and subtraction sentences. In addition to the EnVision math, students have mastered our daily 
calendar routine.  

We have also learned the routines of writer’s workshop. Students were introduced to narrative writing. Students 
have had a blast focusing on adding lots of detail to our illustrations and writing pieces.   

During the month of September, our class celebrated “Apple Week” to honor Johnny Appleseed. Students tried 
three different kinds of apples and chose their favorite one. We then graphed the class results.  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

Welcome to first grade!  We are very busy learning classroom and lunchtime rules, and getting used to our own 
desks.  

In reading, we are in the midst of our first theme, All Together Now.  This theme introduced the comprehension 
skills: cause/effect, compare/contrast, and sequencing of events.  We also focused on the short vowel sound of 
the letter “a” and “o”.  Each Monday, the children are bringing home their “book in a bag” with a reading log. 
The children are to read that story with you as well as on their own for three nights.  The repetition and 
reinforcement builds their confidence and fluency.  It allows them to internalize important literacy skills.  Please 
continue to practice red words every night with your child to support their efforts in this area.  

We are delving into writers’ workshop slowly. They really love to write in their journals! 

In math, we have charged right into addition and subtraction.  We also have been learning the concepts of 
“more” and “fewer”.  Any reinforcement at home regarding these concepts will benefit your child. . 

In our health classes, we will be devoting the month of October to Respect Week, Fire Prevention Week, 
Violence Awareness Week and Red Ribbon Week.  The children will be reading stories and completing 
various activities to help encourage fire safety, being kind to one another as well keeping our bodies’ drug free.  

On September 26th, we celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s birthday. We completed many activities, but I think the 
favorite was making and eating applesauce! 

 Thanks so much for visiting our classroom on Back to School night. As always, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me! 
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Grade 1- Mrs. Schwartz 

First grade is off to a fantastic start!  We have been busy learning the classroom rules and routines.  We love 
having our own desks and everyone has adjusted nicely to the new school year!   

In literacy we have started our first unit in reader’s workshop.  We have learned how to be “book lovers” as 
opposed to “book bullies”.  We now know how to work with partners to “lean and tell”, and “turn and talk” as a 
way to discuss what we are reading.  We have also learned how to hold and read books properly as well as 
choose books that interest us.  Every Monday, the students get to choose books to bring home in their “RED” 
read everyday folders and are enjoying keeping a reading log of the books they read at home.  The repetition of 
reading their chosen books over the course of the week reinforces reading skills and builds confidence and 
fluency.  

In math, we recently completed Topic One.  This topic had us delving into addition and subtraction.  We have 
been on the lookout for key words in problems which can be helpful as a way of knowing whether to add or 
subtract.  We have a better understanding of the concepts of “more” and “fewer” and can even write our own 
addition and subtraction equations.  
  
This month we kicked off writer’s workshop by introducing the students to narrative writing.  We enjoyed 
writing and illustrating stories about our summer.  We are learning to use capital letters when we begin 
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sentences and to use the proper punctuation in our writing.  It was so much fun to share our writing pieces with 
our classmates.  

During social studies, we have been learning how to be respectful and responsible citizens in school, at home 
and in our community.  We read the story, What It Means to Be Kind and discussed how to best cooperate, solve 
conflicts and be good friends.   

On September 26th, we celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s birthday! We took part in many activities involving 
apples.  Our favorite activity was tasting red, yellow and green apples and voting for the type we like best.  We 
graphed the class results and made a special Johnny Appleseed craft.  We loved reading all about Johnny 
Appleseed and how he helped to plant apple trees in our country. 

September has been a month full of fun learning experiences.  We are looking forward to the month of October 
and all of the excitement it will bring! 

!  

    
POR/RTI Grade 1- Mrs. Caicedo 

  

We are off to a great start in the resource room! For the last few weeks we have been working on the routines 
and expectations of the classroom, in addition to diving into our academic curriculum.  
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In reading, we have been working on developing our phonemic awareness, decoding skills and comprehension 
skills. Our comprehension skills that we have worked on this far are compare,  contrast, and sequencing.  

In math, we have started our new math program and have been working on addition and subtraction strategies 
and reviewing concepts learned last year.  

Grade 2- Mrs. Samantha Albanese 

This September was a very exciting month. This is my seventh first day of school! Everything has been going 
smoothly, from getting to know the students and parents, to homework and assessments. We have a few new 
students this year, including one from Corpus Christie School. We are so happy to have them!  

In reading/language arts, we have launched reader’s workshop. The students are learning how to be grown up 
readers and to be a good reading partner.  

In reading, we have also learned common and proper nouns. The students always have a good time using my 
magic wand to “PRESTO CHANGO” their common nouns to proper nouns.  
In writing, the students started their “Small Moments” stories (personal narratives). They are learning how to 
take their time to gather their thoughts and use graphic organizers to help organize their ideas. We have some 
very interesting small moment stories such as lavish vacations to Aruba, or a part of their seventh birthday party.
  

In math, we completed Topic 1, which reviewed addition and subtraction strategies. The students practiced how 
to create stories about joining, separating and comparing.  We are also learning things like how to add doubles. 
The students have been singing the “Doubles Rap Song” to help them remember their doubles facts and making 
fact family houses. 

The students in all the second grade classes are having a great time exploring Spanish as a foreign language 
using the iPads. Rosetta Stone is really expanding the students’ knowledge of basic words and phrases in 
Spanish. We are gearing up for Halloween, and cannot wait to see what is in store for us next month!  
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Grade 2 Inclusion- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

For the month of September the students have been very busy learning the many new routines of second grade.  
On the first day of school the students listened to the story The First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg.  The 
students made text to self-connections by sharing how they felt on the first day of school.  Students loved the 
surprise ending of the story - it turns out that teachers can have first day jitters too! 

In preparation for Back- To-School Night the students worked diligently on creating a self-portrait. They 
proudly displayed their work for their parents to see.  

In reader’s workshop, we have been “Constructing Our Reading Lives.”  The students have been making 
important decisions as grown-up readers.  They listened to the mentor text Goldie Socks and the Three 
Libearians by Jackie Mims Hopkins.  We used this text to help us understand how to choose “Just Right” books.  
As grown-up readers the children are practicing ways to think about books before, during, and after reading.   

In writer’s workshop the students created a “Map of My Heart” by filling a heart with people, places and things 
that are near and dear to them. The students use their “Map of My Heart” as a reference to generate ideas for a 
new writing piece. They have learned that the best stories come from the heart. The students have also been 
learning the second grade routine for writer’s workshop.  They have also identified what writer’s workshop 
looks like, feels like, and sounds like. 

In math, we have completed Topic One. The students have been reviewing addition and subtraction strategies 
such as count on, turn around facts, adding doubles, near doubles, make 10, and related facts. The children have 
been using part-part-whole mats to help them with adding and subtracting. We have created Addison Addition 
and Sullivan Subtraction figures to help us look for key words when solving word problems.   
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We are using multi-sensory techniques from Orton-Gillingham to learn how to spell and read words during 
word study. The students have reviewed the short vowel sounds by associating a hand jester and an alpha-friend 
with each vowel. The students have reviewed the spelling rules: Cat & Kite and Sammy Loves Fried Zucchini.  

In science, the students reviewed the characteristics of living things.    We have identified plants as living 
things.  The students watched a video about the steps of a scientific experiment on brainpopjr.  After the video 
the students came up with a question to put to the test.  The students were interested to see if plants need both 
water and sunlight to grow.  We set up four testing areas and drew a hypothesis for each test area. The students 
made observations and started to draw conclusions.  In the weeks to come the students will continue learning 
about plants throughout different experiments and activities planned for the near future.   

Grade 2- Ms. Rodriguez  

Students have started the year off great! They have learned all the daily routines and expectations of the 
classroom. We read Wilma Jean The Worry Machine and as a follow-up activity made their own Worry Stones 
to hold in times that they feel worried or nervous. 

 

We have completed Topic 1: Addition and Subtraction! Students used multiple strategies for finding addition 
and subtraction facts. When solving word problems, they identify and circle key words that help them determine 
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which operation to use. They are currently learning about arrays and repeated addition. Students are also taking 
weekly timed basic math fact tests to improve their automaticity. 

In reading, students reviewed how to find a just right book and how to fill in their weekly reading logs correctly. 
They learned about what good reading partners are and how they help during independent reading. We 
discussed what stamina is and they are now reading for fifteen minutes!  They are learning new pattern and red 
words weekly, through the use of Orton, with finger tapping and arm tapping. We also focused on Johnny 
Appleseed to celebrate him and completed a few activities. 

In writing, students have selected a topic for their first writing piece- personal narratives. They learned about 
topic sentences, and are currently writing details for their story. They also wrote letters to their parents for Back 
to School Night. Students are using the Zaner Bloser handwriting program to reinforce the correct formation of 
letters. They have reviewed common and proper nouns, and are currently learning about collective nouns. 

In social studies, we discussed the Constitution, the writers, and how it gives us our freedom today! Students 
created their own classroom Constitution and signed it. Students also discussed the events that took place on 
September 11, and how many people involved are considered heroes. We began our first unit in the workbook 
about citizens and how we can be a good citizen in our community. 

Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

Traveling into second grade! To start off the school year we made suitcases to tell all about ourselves and what 
adventures we had during our summer vacation. We learned about our classroom procedures, started our red and 
green words and acclimated to our new classroom community.   

In math, we completed our first Topic: Fluently Add and Subtract within 20.  

In health, we discussed people’s similarities and differences, physically and emotionally, how it is acceptable to 
look and be different, and have different interests and hobbies. This tied into September 11th and will lead into 
our next topic: Bullying.  

!  
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POR/RTI Grades2/ 3- Mrs. Gibney 

September was such a fun month!   In pull-out language arts class, students spent a lot of time reviewing last 
year’s letter sounds and rules.  In addition, they learned the rule of “bossy r” and the spellings of er, ir, and ur.  
For comprehension, they enjoyed learning about Herbie Jones in the books Herbie Jones Sails into Second 
Grade and Herbie Jones and the Second Grade Slippers.  Students  discussed character traits of the main 
characters and worked on main idea, recalling details, and making predictions. 

In math, second graders are reviewing their addition and subtraction facts, and third graders are just starting to 
learn about multiplication.   

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

We are off to a great year!  Independent skills are becoming more and more impressive each day as students 
learn to manage their daily classroom tasks and responsibilities.   

In reader’s workshop, students are learning to identify character traits that help shape a story’s actions and 
outcomes.  RACE is about to be the most important word in third grade!  RACE is the strategy students will 
master in order to answer questions in a complete sentence.  Citing evidence to support answers will be the 
main focus of the first marking period.  Students have been hard at work perfecting their skills at organizing and 
writing short constructed responses.  Students are also enjoying accessing several different literacy websites on 
their own Chromebook.  Check out the links on my web page.  Your child can write their own stories, access 
stories online and practice their keyboarding skills.  We are also fortunate enough to have a brand new addition 
to our classroom library...we now have magazines!!  Our subscription to Scholastic Magazine will prove to be a 
very exciting way to read and learn new real world facts that are happening right now! 

Crazy Hair Day was a huge success!  Thank you for supporting such an incredibly important cause to the Doyle 
and Wood-Ridge community.  I was lucky enough to have Benjamin Venezia has a student.  He will always be 
one of my favorites!  His smile and personality could light up a room and make anyone smile.  Ben was a kind, 
gentle boy who would have loved to see the crazy hair creations in the third grade!  Check out the pictures!! 

*I encourage you to please access my web page on the school’s web site.  Google log on information can 
be found on my web page.  You can find my Back to School Night presentation which gives you valuable 
information about what your child will be doing this year.  All links to reading and writing websites used 
during class can also be found on my web page* 

In literacy periods 2/3, the HP students began quite an adventure with Gordie.  He is a typical third grade 
student who is dreading the upcoming talent show because he discovers he has no talents.  To make matters 
worse, Gordie finds himself losing his best friend, Lamont, to the new student.  Gordie’s character traits change 
constantly with each chapter as he interacts with new characters who try to help him solve his problem!   Book 
Talks, literature circles, and book clubs keep the reading class lively!  New vocabulary words are being defined 
and used during writer’s workshop.  Predictions, reactions and questions are being addressed on Google 
Classroom.  Will Gordie find a talent for the show???  The students are anxious to see what will happen next as 
they finish reading Doggone Third Grade! 
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In Literacy periods 4/5, the students began reading about the funny and unpredictable Judy Moody.  Her 
character traits range from being cheerful and friendly to serious and selfish.  Her daily struggles include 
learning to be more organized and learning to accept the fact that her best friend is about to move far, far away.  
Amber’s personality and problems are discussed during book talks and literature circles.  Plot predictions and 
reactions are being recorded on Google Classroom.  New vocabulary words are being defined and used.  Is Judy 
Moody really lucky?  Will her winning streak ever end?  Students hope Judy will keep that big grin on her face 
as they continue to read about her adventures in Judy Moody and the Bad Luck Charm... 

In social studies, students are learning how to complete open book assessments and study vocabulary words.  
We are busy learning about our community and our region.  Not only is New Jersey a very unique state but we 
are learning that Wood-Ridge is also a very special community.  Students are learning to access articles and 
videos using their Chromebook.  Brainpopjr and Time for Kids are two excellent sites that support the content 
topics being studied in social studies.  

I am looking forward to spending the school year with your child.    
If you ever need me…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.   
Please visit my web page at www.wood-ridgeschools.org  
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Grade 3 Inclusion- Mrs. Franchini/Mrs. Kathleen Albanese 

Welcome back to school! This year has been off to a great start! The students have been having an amazing time 
getting to know one another and adjusting to the new “rotating” schedule they have in third grade. During the 
first week of school, my class participated in tons of fun team-building activities such as “Save Fred!” The kids 
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are already racking up the links on their compliment chain and were super excited to start earning Dojo points 
for positive classroom behaviors and interactions! 

The students have been introduced to “Word Wizards” and are eager to start 
using new vocabulary words to earn stickers on their charts. We are just beginning our 
very first novel of the school year, Third Grade Angels, and have been working on 
developing character traits and citing the text to support our answers.  We have been incorporating these skills 
into our daily instruction to strengthen our reading and comprehension skills! 

In writing class, my students enjoy listening to classical music as they learn the basics 
about the three paragraph model. We have been analyzing rubrics and assessing student models to prepare 
ourselves for our first official personal narrative writing piece about memorable moments in our lives. The 
students are practicing using editing stations to review their writing and learning about all of the steps that go 
into the writing process. 

In social studies, we just wrapped up a chapter on the different types of communities. 
The students really enjoyed getting to go outside and draw the different types of 
communities on the blacktop. We also learned about cardinal and intermediate directions and identifying places 
on a map using latitude and longitude coordinates. 

! !  

!  
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Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  The math classes are off to a great start. This month we are getting acclimated to third grade math and 
the expectations of the class.  We have completed our first chapter which covered multiplication and division 
equations.  The students have been excited to take part in our “Math Maniacs” challenge activities as well as 
spending time reinforcing math concepts with educational programs such as Math Magician and Imagine 
Math.      
  
Social Studies: September found us learning about two important days in American history.  Students learned 
about both Patriot Day and Constitution Day this month.  Patriot Day activities included a week long read of “I 
Survived the Attacks on the World Trade Center” with various informational activities each day about the 
happenings of September 11th and the impact it had on our country.  Students were eager to learn as much as 
possible about this important day in history.  We wrapped up September by completing the first chapter of our 
Social Studies book which encompassed map skills, various types of communities, and latitude and 
longitude.                                         
Grade 3 Inclusion- Ms. Moccia/Mrs. Kathleen Albanese 

Math:  
This month we dove into understanding about multiplication and division. The students learned strategies to 
solve multiplication and division problems.  We have been concentrating on practicing our 0, 1, 2, 5, 9, and 10 
multiplication tables.  Students are motivated to work on mastering their multiplication tables and this is 
reinforced in class. Students take one minute multiplication belt tests. Each student has a goal to earn a belt for 
all multiplication facts. Once they have mastered all facts, 1 through 12, they receive a prize for becoming a 
multiplication master! 

Social Studies: 
We began this school year by learning about September 11th.  We read the book, I survived September 11th. As 
a class we discussed the events of September 11th; such as, the twin towers attacks, the pentagon attacks, and 
showing courage in the face of fear.  Then we had a class discussion on the new Freedom Tower and how it 
portrays American pride; the students created their own remodel of the Freedom Tower.  We also celebrated 
Constitution Day in our classroom.  We discussed the importance of our Constitution and how the laws created 
by our forefathers continue to benefit our country today.  Lastly, in chapter one of our social studies book, we 
have learned about features in communities.  We just recently took our chapter one test and now have begun our 
new chapter of study.   

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We have begun our year in speech. Children are in small group our individual sessions.  We determined present 
levels for children after summer break and began implementing speech programs that best meet each student’s 
current needs. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of the iPad is being 
incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

We began the year with a describing activity.  Children were required to find words to describe the seasons of 
fall. This addressed ability to answer questions, use descriptors and word finding while using good speech and 
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language. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of the iPad is being 
incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

!  

Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We began our year in speech on September 11. Children have been put in small groups and/or individual 
sessions, depending on what their IEP requires. We determined the children’s present levels in the first week of 
therapy and began implementing speech programs that best meet each student’s current needs. Therapy sessions 
are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology is being incorporated into therapy sessions as deemed 
appropriate. 

We began the year with an apple craft to get into the fall spirit! I incorporated each child’s goal in this activity. 
If a child has language goals, I had them work on synonyms/categories/past tense verbs for each word on their 
apple. If a child has articulation goals, I had the children work on their sounds while putting them on their 
apple. For children in pre- or kindergarten, I targeted goals such as labeling, following directions, increasing 
MLU (I see an apple!) and requesting items (I want glue). This was a great activity that I could incorporate 
everyone’s goals so every child could participate. After, I hung up the apples in my speech room and hung a 
sign saying “Picking out Great Speech” so each child could admire their work.  
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Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFillipo 

We are off to a great start in occupational therapy! Throughout the first month of school, students were 
introduced to OT routines, procedures, and expectations. Building therapeutic rapport/a trusting relationship 
with the students was the primary goal of the first week of therapy as well as determining present level of 
functioning/weaknesses/strengths. The present levels for new students and students returning after summer 
break were determined and OT interventions have been implemented that best meet each student’s current 
needs. Each therapy session is tailored to meet individual needs. Modifications and adaptations to the school/
classroom environments are made as needed as well as recommendations to teachers to facilitate classroom 
independence. 
We began the year with a “Wel-Gum to OT” craft for students in kindergarten through third grade that was 
adapted to meet each student’s individual needs. Pre-k students completed a “back to school bus” craft. The 
students’ work is currently being displayed in the therapy room. These crafts helped to work on various skills 
including handwriting, cutting, and coloring skills as well as fine motor coordination, direction following, and 
ability to attend.

Art- Mrs. Jeffery 

Pre-K artists began working on creating colorful communities. Students listened to Mrs. Jeffery read Mixed by 
Aree Chung. As a class, they discussed the themes of the story such as hue, tolerance, and embracing 
differences. They noticed that we all have different color skin tones, eyes, hair, clothes etc. and all those things 
that make use different also make us special and unique - just like the colors in the book!  Students will explore 
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colors using paint sticks. They will complete their colorful communities by drawing different eyebrows, eyes, 
noses in the style of artist and illustrator Vanessa Brantley Newton. 
  
Kindergarten artists created cityscapes inspired by the artist James Rizzi. They looked at examples of Rizzi’s 
work and noticed he uses a variety of shapes to create his cityscapes. Students created their cityscapes by 
tracing rectangles in various sizes and heights. Next, they observed how to draw shapes like circles, squares, 
triangles, ovals, stars and hearts. They added these shapes to their buildings to create windows, doors, and faces 
on their buildings! To complete their cityscapes, students used bright chalk-sticks to color them in just like the 
artist James Rizzi.  
  
First grade artists began working on their alphabet soup wax resists inspired by the artist Jasper Johns. Students 
were introduced to the artist by viewing his alphabet and number paintings. They began by tracing a circle on 
watercolor paper. Next, students used fluorescent oil pastels to write uppercase and lowercase letters. They then 
painted over top of the letters with yellow watercolors to look like soup. They observed how the oil pastels and 
watercolors do not mix - creating a resist technique. To complete their soup bowls, students will create a pattern 
on white paper to make it look like a tablecloth. They will then assemble their bowls, soup, and table settings 
onto their white patterned paper.  
  
Second and third grade artists are learning about the contemporary artist Yayoi Kusama. Students were 
introduced to her work by viewing a PowerPoint and video on her infinity rooms and pumpkin patches. Using a 
guided drawing technique, students drew pumpkins in the style and form of Yayoi Kusama. Second grade artists 
are creating their pumpkin patches using complementary colors - colors that make each other brighter and 
bolder. They will complete their patches by added unique designs to their background and pumpkins. Third 
grade artists are learning the technique of blending and shading their pumpkins using value. They observed how 
when objects go back in space they are darker. However, when they are closer to us, they are lighter. Students 
are practicing using a variety of hand pressures to create lighter and darker values. They will then shade their 
pumpkins using value. Students are then adding zentangle designs to their pumpkins. Zentangles are a mindful, 
repetitive art practice that helps students focus - just like how Yayoi Kusama created her art! 

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

Greetings! It’s time to get back into the swing of things now that our summer break is officially over. Unlike 
most of the school year the very beginning physical education classes generally start off at a slower pace; 
focusing on getting acquainted, getting established, and getting into a routine. 

Getting acquainted so that everyone is “on the same page”, students learn and discuss the class rules, policies & 
procedures, including learning and practicing what to do during emergency procedures such as fire drills and 
lockdown drills. 

Getting established- students are given specific seating assignments (for attendance) and become familiar with 
student responsibilities and expectations. 

Getting into a routine- as students become increasingly familiar with class expectations and routines they tend 
to grow more comfortable with their environment and with their confidence, which in turn generally leads to 
more independence and initiative being taken by those students. 
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The pace then quickly picks up once all of the aforementioned formalities are taken care of, continuing with the 
implementation of fun-filled, purposeful, curriculum based physical education lessons. Early on, our focus has 
been on building awareness of our surroundings, maintaining self-control (mentally & physically) and 
developing locomotor skills, more so for the younger students ( PK-1 ). Whereas the older ( 2-3 ) students also 
worked on their locomotor skills but their focus has been much more on engaging in and then differentiating 
between cooperative and competitive activities/games.  

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine E. Doyle library program consists of weekly scheduled classes for students in grades K - 3. 
Library and digital literacy skills are taught, along with Twenty First Century Learning.  Also at each level, 
research assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum connections in science, social studies, 
math and the arts. These connections are made throughout the year by Mrs. Diaz working collaboratively with 
the classroom and subject area teachers. 

Since taking the library/media position, students learned about basic computer components, examined school 
databases for their topic specific web quest, and began exploring Google Classroom.  

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second, and third graders have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the appropriate letter name 
and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. Students also finished up learning about 
classical and modern composers, respectively.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, You're a Grand Old 
Flag and Let's Go Fly a Kite. Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-
Doo-Dah. Kindergarten and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood folk 
songs on the xylophones such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 

ESL- Ms. Manicone 

This month brought many new students into our building.  Screening and evaluating have taken up a significant 
portion of time.  When not evaluating new students, I assisted a kindergarten class with several newer students 
who needed a little extra support.   
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 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 
Reading 

 We began the year by practicing the routines and procedures for Reader’s Workshop. We discussed how 
good readers think critically as they read. Students learned how to choose books that are just right for them by 
considering their interests, purpose for reading, comprehension, and knowledge of vocabulary words. Students 
also practiced using those factors to determine if a book is appropriate for them, and have been working on 
building their stamina during independent reading time!    	 	 			

 							 	
The first reading unit we are working on is Realistic Fiction. The main focus is on understanding 

character traits. We discussed the differences between character traits, physical traits, and feelings, and how to 
recognize the differences when we encounter them in a text. Students have also learned that character traits can 
be inferred through a character’s thoughts, feelings, actions, and dialogue. We read several short stories, 
discussed the character traits we noticed, and learned to support our responses by citing text evidence from the 
story. We also started reading our first class novel, “Tales of A Fourth Grade Nothing”, by Judy Blume. As we 
read, we are focusing on identifying and analyzing character traits.  

Social Studies 
We started off the year by learning about the history of our names, and the importance of acknowledging 

and embracing other people’s cultural backgrounds. In class, we read Alma and How She Got Her Name by 
Juana Martinez-Neal, which is the story of how a young girl with a long and unique name learns about the 
cultural and historical importance of her name! Students were then asked to interview a family member, or close 
family friend, about the history of their names, and share what they learned with the class! 
 We have also started working in our New Jersey workbooks to learn about geography. The class 
discussed the meaning of geography, how it affects the way we live, and about New Jersey’s varied geography. 
The students started learning all about the different landforms in New Jersey including: mountains, hills, 
valleys, beaches, and plateaus. The students are looking forward to learning all about the four important regions 
in New Jersey including the Appalachian Ridge and Valley, Piedmont, Highlands, and Atlantic Coastal Plains.  
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Grade 4 – Johnson 

Science – We started the year studying about forces and various types of energy and energy transfer.  The 
children have used marbles and ramps to show how different heights affect the speed of objects and how 
friction works against moving objects causing them to slow down or stop.  We learned that there is more friction 
on rough surfaces.  We pushed boxes filled with books up and down the tiled hallways and then outside on the 
rough blacktop to feel the difference in the effects of friction. The classes also learned about potential and 
kinetic energy and how energy can be transferred using marbles, and saw how energy can change forms using  
hairdryers and lamps.    

   � 		
																		 Science activities to show energy and forces 

Math 1-  –  This group has been concentrating on place value and working with larger numbers.  We’ve used 
white boards and other various manipulatives which help students to visualize place value while they are 
learning.  We completed different activities to review the skills learned in the chapter.  We have also started 
reviewing adding and subtracting problems with larger numbers.  The children are trying to strengthen their 
problem solving skills by working on various types of problems which involve making charts and pictures to 
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help solve the problems.  As always, we continue to work on writing explanations to open ended questions, as 
well as practicing basic multiplication facts.  

Math 2- This month the children have completed Topic 3, which reviewed place value and working with larger 
numbers.  We then started to practice adding and subtracting with larger numbers. We have practiced these skills 
by completing centers and playing card games in which they had to construct a number to arrive at the largest or 
smallest answer.  The children are continuing to strengthen their problem solving skills by working on various 
types of problems which involve making charts and pictures to help solve the problems.  From here, we will 
begin to review our basic multiplication facts before moving into multiplying with larger numbers. 

Grade 4 – May 

Reading/Language Arts-  
The 4th grade kicked off the year with developing reading goals and setting up routines for our reading 

workshop.  We wrote letters to ourselves for our time capsule and students will receive their own letters back at 
the end of the year to see how much they’ve grown in reading. We also wrote our reading and writing goals on 
soccer balls to get students really thinking about what they’d like to achieve this year!  

 We began independent reading to build stamina while keeping reading logs in order to track our reading 
at home. Both classes have really kept up with reading 100-125 min minimum per week at home! They love to 
read, just like me!  

Our classes began our fiction unit with analyzing characters from stories we read and inferring 
appropriate character traits based on the text. For one activity, the students participated in a group activity in 
which they worked together to read a picture book, discuss fitting character traits, and write them down on a 
large chart paper, always with text evidence of course! This was really fun and our charts are on display in the 
hallway! See picture below.  

This month we also started our first novel, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing in the reading classes. The 
students love it so far! We are writing reading responses with our class novel and have started some think mark 
responses in our independent books as well. Students have done very well with turn and talk activities during 
discussions. We are focusing on Character, Setting, Envisionment (Mind Movies), Empathy, and Prediction 
strategies (with text evidence) in our read alouds and independent books.  

In addition, students have really taken on the roles of text detectives and lawyers while we practice 
finding evidence to support our claims about characters!  Students learned how to use RACE for text dependent 
short answer questions.  We identified numerous character traits for our main character, Peter, in the class novel 
and the students wrote all about it!  

I’d say we are off to a great start! 
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Character Trait Chart Activity 

 

Social Studies-  
September is full of historical moments that we had to discuss. The classes learned about September 11 

and remembered our heroes. We discussed this tragic event and listened to an article to learn about this 
important event. We also attended a short memorial in our parking lot with the whole school where we honored 
the heroes and those that died on this sad day.  
 We kicked off the year learning about the geography of New Jersey in our books. The students were so 
surprised to learn that the well-known Jersey Shore is part of the biggest region of our state! We read and 
discussed about NJ’s landforms, climate, and population. We completed a quick simulation in class to 
understand population density too! It involved every child in the class and a rather small taped square on the 
floor. Ask them to tell you about it! We also learned about the four regions of NJ and each of the major features 
found there. It was interesting for the students to discover our major landforms and discuss parts of our state 
that students already know and see every day. They love Mrs. May’s 5 minute game shows too!  We have 
started off this year on the right foot! 
  

Grade 4 – Romoff 

The students have adjusted nicely to the Wood-Ridge Intermediate School. In Math, the students have been 
working hard at skills associated with 6-digit numbers and are able to write numbers in various forms. Students 
are also able to order and compare these large numbers. They really have become experts at place value 
concepts. Students have been working at their rounding skills and being able to round through the hundred 
thousands place value position. The students have been working on their basic facts in all operations each week 
and look forward to improving their skills.  
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In Science, the students have been learning about Force, Motion, and Energy and have completed activities with 
these skills. A favorite activity was rolling superballs and marbles down a ramp at various heights. The children 
were amazed at how friction slowed down the rubber superball when compared to the glass marble at the same 
height. The students enjoyed watching several videos on Forces and Motion, including videos explaining the 
vocabulary words. 

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

Math 

! !  

Our first set of Math activities allowed students to learn more about each other by using their math skills.  We 
hope you got a chance to check out our Figure Me out and Personal Numbers projects during back to school 
night!   For the month of September, students have been busy learning about the multiplication properties that 
will help make problems easier to solve. In addition to properties, students were also introduced to exponential 
notation and learned to write repeated multiplication using exponents and to evaluate expressions. We are 
continuing with division.  Students have opportunities to work collaboratively using manipulatives and games 
to reinforce the lessons taught in class.  Interactive videos and songs introduce Math topics and help students 
visualize and familiarize themselves with the Math vocabulary and concepts we will be learning about in class.  
We look forward to continuing and learning long division before moving on to decimals. 

Think Through Math The program has been introduced in class and students are encouraged to complete 
lessons at home.  The program’s built in motivation system is driving students to participate.  I look forward to 
having our Think Through Math star wall grow.  Thank you for encouraging your kids to log on at home.  

Science 
We kicked off the year with team building challenges that got students really thinking about ways to solve a 
problem by working together and thinking like engineers.  Our first set of labs focused on the Engineering and 
Design Process.  Students asked questions, created a plan,  and worked together in order to solve a problem.  
Along the way they had the opportunity to communicate their ideas, adjust their plan and improve their designs 
before presenting their results to the class.   Students thoroughly enjoyed thinking like engineers and working 
together to solve a problem.  
What’s the Matter?  Students have been using their senses to identify properties of matter as well as being able 
to classify different matter based on properties. In this unit, we also explored density of liquids as well and the 
characteristics of each state of matter.  We will be moving on to the types of changes that matter can undergo in 
the next month.  I am also very excited to have launched our new interactive Science series through the Pearson 
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Realize website.  All students have been assigned an account and we will be using the online site as a resource 
and to complete virtual activities that reinforce Science topics.     

Grade 5 – Muscle 

Language Arts 

Our Language Arts class has launched with Reader’s Workshop at the start of school.  We read picture 
books and practiced various strategies including Turn and Talk, Stop and Jot, and writing with text evidence. 
 The students learned how to choose a book, how to keep a weekly reading log, and how to write Thinkmarks.  

The class also read a variety of picture books to get a basic understanding and introduction to various 
strategies and skills reader’s use when reading. These strategies included: visualizing, making predictions, 
making connections, asking questions, writing a summary, making inferences, characters, setting, theme, and 
point of view.  The students also completed an assessment on these strategies/skills. We continue to use these 
skills and strategies daily in our classroom. 
 Finally, we are working really hard to be stronger writers. We began our writing by identifying the parts 
of speech. We will begin our first novel in just a few short weeks! 

Social Studies 

Students have been working on Chapter 2, which discusses early explorers.  They have read about the 
Vikings, the Portuguese Explorers, and the Spanish Explorers.  In addition, they have discussed how the 
Spanish explorers affected the lives of Native Americans and the early settlers to the land.  To connect to these 
lessons, students have also watched BrainPop videos and completed the review quizzes as a class.  

Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
This group of very intelligent boys and girls has started off the school year with a bang! The first topic we 
worked on was Topic 3: Multiplying Whole Numbers. The class worked on the concept of exponents and even 
used the Distributive Property to solve harder multiplication problems. The students have been able to answer 
opened-ended word problems by drawing pictures, writing an equation, solving them, and writing very detailed 
statements explaining their answers. We quickly moved onto Topic 4: Dividing by 1-digit divisors toward the 
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end of the month and are eagerly waiting to start Topic 5, which involves dividing by 2-digit divisors. I am 
confident that the class will excel with this concept too! Our first round of the Star Testing was completed as 
well. 

Math:  
This group consists of children that are full of energy and ready to learn! We started the year off on Topic 3: 
Multiplying Whole Numbers. The class worked on the concept of exponents, the Distributive Property to solve 
harder multiplication problems, and multiplying 1-digit by 2-digit problems all the way to 3-digit by 3-digit 
factors. The students have been able to answer opened-ended word problems by drawing pictures, writing an 
equation, solving them, and writing very detailed statements explaining their answers. We have moved onto 
Topic 4: Dividing by 1-digit divisors toward the end of the month. The students are able to estimate and use 
compatible numbers to find the quotient. Our first round of the Star Testing has also been completed. 

Science: 
In Science, my two classes have started the year off with learning about the CER (Claim, Evidence, Reason) 
Method. After we learned about this process, the students completed a lab.  The question was, “How many licks 
does it take to get to the center of a Tootsie Pop?” The class had to complete the lab and write their lab report 
using the steps of the CER Method.                                                   

After the lab was complete, we started our first unit on Matter.  The classes have had great discussions on what 
matter, mass, and volume are.  They can tell you all about the three states of matter as well as the physical 
properties of matter. At the end of the month, we discussed the physical and chemical properties of matter and 
will be completing some demonstrations to show each of the properties.   

Grade 5 – Palmieri 

 Language Arts 

Our Language Arts class has launched with Reader’s Workshop at the start of school.  Students read 
picture books and practiced various strategies including Turn and Talk, Stop and Jot, and writing with text 
evidence.  The students learned how to choose a book, how to keep a weekly reading log, and how to write 
Thinkmarks.  

The class also read a variety of picture books to get a basic understanding and introduction to various 
strategies and skills reader’s use when reading. These strategies included: visualizing, making connections, 
making predictions, asking questions, writing a summary, making inferences, characters, setting, theme, plot 
and point of view.  The students also completed an assessment on these strategies/skills. We continue to use 
these skills and strategies daily in our classroom. 
 Finally, students focus on becoming stronger writers. We launched our writing portion  by identifying 
the parts of speech.  
Social Studies 

Students have been working on Chapter 2, which discusses early exploration.  They have read about the 
Vikings, the Portuguese Explorers, and the Spanish Explorers.  In addition, they have discussed how the 
Spanish explorers affected the lives of Native Americans and the early settlers to the land.  To connect to these 
lessons, students have also watched BrainPop videos and completed the review quizzes as a class.  
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Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- We are busy getting into our routine and we are off to a great start! The students created wonderful 
posters which helped us get to know each other better. Sixth Grade is excited to welcome their new recruits! 

� 	

We have begun reading our first novel of the year, Holes.  It is a wonderful novel that always ends up being a 
favorite of the students.  While we are reading, we will be working on important fiction skills such as literature 
vocabulary, the plot pyramid, and internal and external conflict.  We also discuss the prominent use of irony 
throughout the novel.  We will show our skills in the use of irony with the creation of brochures for Camp 
Green Lake.  Watch out for Yellow Spotted Lizards!   This is going to be a great year! 

Social Studies – We have finished the first chapter in our books entitled The Beginnings of Human Society.  We 
will begin Chapter 2, which teaches us about the area of the world called The Fertile Crescent.  We will learn 
about the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia.  Sixth grade is such an interesting year in Social Studies and we 
will be also doing many projects throughout the year to bring the learning to life.  Stay tuned for more exciting 
news soon!! 

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        

Welcome to 6th Grade! My name is Monique Koernig and look forward to working with you and your 
children this school year. This is my fifteenth year teaching in Wood-Ridge and sixth year teaching 6th Grade.  

I hope you enjoyed your summer vacation. This summer I traveled to the beach, read many new books, 
and played with my daughter!  I also spent a lot of time preparing for our upcoming year. I have many new 
exciting ideas and look forward to sharing them with each of you.  
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Language Arts- We commenced the 2019-2020 by taking the STAR Reading Assessment and completing the 
Summer Reading Essay. The data will be used to find current reading levels. As our mentor text, we are reading 
Holes, by Louis Sachar. We are starting the following reading skills: envisionment, characterization (internal 
and external traits), and making inferences. Students are keeping journals, Learning Logs, and notes.  In Writers 
Workshop, we have written our Personal Narrative and reviewed titles, capital letters, and “Dead Words”!  
Social Studies-Chapter 1, The Beginnings of Human Society, is providing students with an abundance of 
knowledge. Students learned how archeologists learned about the past.  They also learned about the connections 
between geography and history.  Students will be completing a virtual Field Trip:  The Stone Age!   

Grade 6 – Molta 

The month of September has been an exciting time for our new sixth grade students! They are becoming more 
independent and responsible as they are now leading our fourth and fifth graders by example. They are taking 
this responsibility in stride and it is illuminated by their interactions, behavior and schoolwork.  

Math – We took the time in the beginning of this month to review important concepts from last year. We 
reviewed prime and composite numbers, divisibility rules, exponents, and order of operations. Our new topics 
included GCF and LCM. We played several interactive games such as around the world with task cards and 
competitions with white boards. As difficult as math can be, we do our best to make it most enjoyable! 

 
Science – Our curriculum in sixth grade is geared towards Earth and Space Science. To start off, we did an 
Introduction to Scientists. Each student was given a list of scientists and the type of science they study. They 
chose the scientist they found most interesting and did a small research project on them. After researching, they 
constructed a portrait of themselves as the scientist that they chose. They did a wonderful job with this! Since 
then, we have concluded our first topic which was Introduction to Earth’s Systems. We have learned about the 
four spheres of Earth, the water cycle, different landforms, and more! 

Grade 6 – Negro 
      
 The school year is off to a great start!  Students in the sixth grade came in to school ready to learn and 
have already accomplished so much!  In science, students explored what it means to be a scientist and the 
different types of scientists that exist.  Students envisioned themselves as scientists in the future and drew 
pictures of themselves working in different branches of science.  Students studied Earth’s systems and how they 
relate to each other.  They took on the role of a scientist by studying forest fires and creating an informational 
presentation for residents in area prone to fires.  Their presentations detailed the way the four spheres are 
affected by forest fires and explained how people can keep themselves and their homes safe from forest fires.   

 In math, students introduced themselves to me by writing their math autobiographies.  We have 
established some routines to help build number sense such as our daily percent routine and our daily number 
talks.  We started the year by reviewing some of the important concepts from fourth and fifth grade.  Students 
have memorized the prime numbers up to 100 and have been having fun playing the game “Buzz” to display 
how well they know their primes. After refreshing their memories about the order of operations, students 
completed a digital breakout game.  (photo below)  Students learned about factors and how to do prime 
factorization and to find the greatest common factor and least common multiple of two numbers.   At the end of 
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the month, the HP class began to study integers.  As a part of math class, all students were introduced to some 
concepts associated with financial literacy.  As a class, we explored the question, “Why do some celebrities go 
bankrupt?” and discussed concepts such as credit card debt, interest rates, risks and savings accounts.   
       
		

� 	

Special Education – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 

Our sixth graders are now the student leaders in WRIS. And with this new title comes great responsibility! In 
Math, the students are taking the topics they have learned in prior years and taking them to the next level. We 
reviewed prime and composite numbers, multiplication with zeros, and exponents. Next we are moving onto 
PEMDAS, which is order of operations. Students have also been completing Do Now activities that are a spiral 
review of previous lessons.  Sttudents  started the unit on Fractions.  They reviewed what is a fraction, used 
fraction tiles, and compared fractions.  The class is also incorporating a daily number line routine which allows 
students to identify the fraction, percent, and decimal of the number of the day of school.  The students have 
been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  Students are also using 
centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations.The sixth graders are ready for the next challenge! 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
Students started the year by introducing themselves through an All About Me Newspaper Poster project.  They 
also begin the year by completing the essay portion of the summer reading assignment. 
 
The class began their first novel, a realistic fiction novel Holes by Louis Sachar. Students completed a webquest  
on the author.  Next the students defined key terms for Chapters 1-17 of Holes.  Students have read Chapters 
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1-17.  While reading, students have completed mini lessons on character traits, descriptive writing, types of 
irony, and vocabulary. 

Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  We met three times in the month of September.  Students have 
been receiving extra help and practice on character and story mountain.  They are using the Common Core 
Support Coach books.  We started Unit 1:  Fiction.  Students are learning to use text evidence to make an 
inference about a character.  They are also identifying the main components of a story mountain. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
The classes started off the year going to to the beginning of history with the Caveman and the Stone Age.  
Students learned about the time of prehistory, oral traditions, and the transition to history.Students learned early 
civilizations and the building of cities. 

Special Education – Lanfranchi 

4th Grade Mathematics 
 To begin the school year, students completed a project called “Figure Me Out”. They created equations 
based on information about themselves, such as shoe size, birth date, and the number of people in their families.   

Students have been working on Topic 3: Place Value. Skills covered in this topic include place value and 
representing numbers in standard, expanded, and word form.  During class, students completed practice 
problems from the textbook and workbook, and also participated in center activities to practice and understand 
these skills. Finally, students continue to practice their foundational math skills by completing lessons on 
Imagine Math and IXL. 

4th Grade Language Arts 
Students started the school year by creating an All About Me project.  They received a variety of 

questions to answer about themselves, such as their favorites, what they are looking forward to this year, and 
what their personal goals are for Fourth Grade.  We started the school year by launching both Reader's and 
Writer's workshop.  We also went over workshop procedures and set up journals for writing.  

To prepare for our first novel for the school year, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume, 
students have been discussing character traits and character development.They completed center activities 
where they analyzed texts and identified the character trait of each character.  While reading, students are 
working on a variety of reading strategies and skills.  We have practiced skills, such as making connections, to 
become better readers.    

4th Grade RTI 
After completing ‘Getting to know you’ icebreakers to, student in RTI went right to work practicing 

reading strategies. Students began the first lesson in our new RTI instructional books.  They will continue 
working with this book to support their growth in reading comprehension.  
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4th Social Studies ICS 
During the month of September students began Chapter 1:The Geography of the United States and 

discussed how the varied geography of NewJersey affects how people live and work.   

4th Science ICS 
Students began this school year with a collaborative activity to discuss the first unit: Energy.  In groups, 

students worked together with various materials (cardboard ramp, metal ramp,bouncy balls, textbooks, and 
filled  boxes) to investigate how the speed of a moving object is affected by height, weight, and the amount of 
friction. Students will continue this unit next month. 

!     !

!  
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Special Education – Panayoti 
  
Resource Room Math Grade 5 

The fifth graders are off to a great school year. This month, we spent time practicing organization, especially 
with the use of binders in math. Review topics such as standard form, expanded form and word form were 
practiced, with the use of place-value blocks. The students also reviewed comparing multi-digit numbers with 
the use of < , > and = symbols. The students watched review videos, used whiteboards and even played, “I 
have, you have…?” to practice their skills. We are looking forward to a great school year.  

Resource Room English Grade 5 

Our fifth graders have started off the school year with a grammar recap! The elements of the English language 
were practiced, including recognizing and correcting run-on sentences, using proper capitalization and 
punctuation, and working on subject/verb agreement. The students also have access to a library of leveled 
readers for their independent reading. The students practiced choosing the right book for their individual 
reading level and interest, and worked on their weekly reading logs. We will be beginning the 5th grade novel in 
October.  

Grade 5 Science with Ms. Ciliotta 

The fifth graders started the school year with several labs where they learned the elements of engineering as 
well as practiced working in cooperative learning groups. We discussed topics such as engineering, physical 
and chemical properties, and volume, mass and density. The students completed labs, watched videos and 
worked on defining key terms in their binders. We are working on measuring liquids with graduated cylinders 
next. 

RTI - Hamerling 
  

Response to Intervention (RTI) is a program designed to provide eligible students with extra support and 
intervention in English and/or Math.  PARCC testing scores, STAR scores, teacher recommendations, and other 
criteria were used to determine which students in grades 4-6 would benefit from being included in this program.  
RTI classes meet once a week during a student’s Extensions period, so they do not miss regular content area 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
September, 2019 

!36



classes.  The goal of this program is to allow students to review skills/strategies in English and/or Math and help 
them improve these skills throughout the year. 
       
4th grade 
  
Language Arts - Students in the Language Arts classes started a fiction unit with a focus on reading myths.  We 
discussed the characteristics of a myth in order to understand what they would be reading about in the first 
story.  The reading skills students will be focusing on while reading are determining theme and identifying 
character traits. 

5th grade  

Math - Our first lesson focus was on numerical and shape patterns.  Students learned how to determine the rule 
used within a given pattern, as well as using a rule to complete their own patterns involving numbers and 
shapes.  Another lesson focus was using coordinate planes.  We discussed the terms x-coordinate, y-coordinate, 
origin, and ordered pair.  Students were able to practice plotting ordered pairs on a coordinate grid, as well as 
identifying the ordered pairs of points already plotted.   

6th grade 
  
Language Arts - Students are beginning the year with a fiction unit by reading short stories.  We will be 
reading a science fiction short story titled “Aaron’s Future Friend”.  While reading, students will practice 
reading skills such as drawing inferences and identifying plot. 
Math - Students have been working with factors and factor pairs to aid with multiplication.  From there, factors 
were incorporated into another lesson about identifying multiples.  Using their knowledge of factors, factor 
pairs, and multiples, students will be able to identify greatest common factor and least common multiple.  
   

 ESL – Manicone 

 This month started with no ESL students in the building.  Currently, we are up to two 4th grade students.  
While working out schedules, I started seeing one student.  As of now, we are working in English class and 
reinforcing series of events and vocabulary in the novel. 

Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4&5 Art- Students are working on landscape drawings following step by step instructions as they gain a 
stronger understanding of how to work with pencils, kneaded erasers, basic perspective skills, layout, proper 
handling of artwork, proper use of materials, use of the elements of texture, value, line, form, shape, and space. 
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Grade 6 Art- students worked on and completed a landscape drawing using Charcoal pencils and tortillions 
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Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all music classes and grades we focus on a patriotic song. Our patriotic song for September was 
our national anthem “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Students also learned “School House Rock:  The Preamble” 
in honor of Constitution Day on September 17. Also, during this season of fall students learned this song of loss 
“When September Ends” by Green Day. Chosen to teach students that music can be a healthy way to express 
yourself and help you cope when you are having deep feelings. 

Fourth grade 
Students have received their recorders in music class.  So far, we have learned how to hold, care, clean and wear 
the recorder.  All students have named their recorders, successfully played the note B and improvised simple 
rhythms to play. 

Fifth graders  
Are learning how to identify three different tempos; largo, presto and moderato.  They have also played simple 
rhythms using the different tempos. Students have successfully learned to conduct in beats of 2, 3, and 4 during 
music class. 

Sixth graders  
Are describing similarities and differences among the people and activities of music across the generations.  We 
have also been listening to music of the Baby Boomer generation and discussing the similarities and differences 
between that and their generations' music. 

BAND 
Instrumental signup has concluded. Our WRIS Band has 40 members for the 2019-2020 school year.  Beginners 
focus has been on care, cleaning and assembly of their instruments.  Advanced band members have been 
reviewing fingerings and reviewing Concert Bb and F scales. 

Library/Media – Diaz 

Welcome Back to the 2019 School Year! 
Wood-Ridge Intermediate School students in grades 4-6 have been learning about keyboarding skills and had an 
introduction to Media Center Research based on this summer’s theme, Space..  They began the school year with 
a brief review the library media center, rules, policies and expectations. Students learned about the types of 
projects they will be working on this year, based on their grade level.   
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Physical Education – Rella 

In Physical Education, we started the school year establishing our routines and reviewing our class rules/ 
policies.  In addition, they learned what to do during emergencies, which included the Fire Drill & Lock-Down 
Drills. Students were given specific seating assignments and became familiar with student responsibilities & 
expectations. 

Next, we started our fitness unit.  Students learned about the components of fitness, as well as participated  
various fitness assessments. These assessments measured specific elements of (Health Related) physical fitness 
and collectively are known as FITNESSGRAM. Specifically, FITNESSGRAM evaluates 5 different parts of 
health-related fitness, including cardio-respiratory endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance, 
flexibility, and body composition. These health-related components are measured through tests such as; PACER, 
90° Push-Ups, Curl-Ups, & Back- Saver Sit & Reach and BMI. Ultimately, the goal for all is to produce results 
that will land them in the “Healthy Fitness Zone” in as many, if not all of the FITNESSGRAM tests. In the 
month of September, students completed the Curl-ups, 90° Push-up, and the PA. 
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Speech –Pittaro 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Students participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs. September was all about getting 
to know each other while developing rules, expectations, and individual goals. The students’ created a pet 
bulletin board. Students were required to being in a picture/drawing of their pet or a pet they wished they had 
and describe him/her. Goals being worked on included mastering a particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/
and /ch/, increasing vocabulary, comprehension, and inferencing skills. 

STEM Club – Oppido 

We had our first meeting on September 19th.  It was a huge success!  There were a total of 40 students who 
participated; 13 fourth graders, 12 fifth graders, 15 sixth graders; I am hopeful that more will join us as time 
goes by. 

With this being the introduction meeting, my goal was just to get a feel for how many students in each grade 
were interested and to hand out the schedule for each grade level. Once that was done, I had the students go into 
small groups (which needed to consist of a student from each grade level) and quietly wait for the directions to 
their first activity.  They were required to figure out how to make themselves go through an index card.  The 
only materials they were given were an index card and a pair of scissors.  I gave them no other directions or 
rules to follow, as I wanted to see what they would do with very little direction.  As I walked around, it was 
interesting to see who was “taking charge” and who was taking a back seat to this task. Below are pictures of 
the groups working together. 

� 														� 																	� 	
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Unfortunately, none of the groups were successful in this task.  I did, however, show the groups how to get 
themselves “through” an index card.   

With some time left, I gave each group another task.  This task was much simpler and the turn out was great!  
Now, they needed to take one index card, scissors and a glue stick, and see how long of a paper chain their 
group could make from just the one index card.  All of the groups were confident that they would win, because 
this was “so easy.”  However, when time was up and their chains were hung.  It was clear that only one group 
won!  See some pictures below. 

� 					� 	
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Our second meeting was just for the fourt graders and was on September 26th.  We had a lot of fun as they 
started to build their “super wiggle-bots”  with a partner. They aren’t as easy as they thought to make, but they 
are working diliegently together.   Below are some pictures of a few of the groups hard at work. 

� 													� 	

� 	

Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club held its initial meeting in September. We met on September 12th.  During the meeting, 
sign ups took place. The advisor also went over expectations from the members. Over 60 students were present 
at this meeting. The spring production was discussed. Students that had participated in the production in 
previous years shared their experience with the group to enlighten new members. The advisor has purchased 
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from the licensing company a perusal of the show materials to determine whether this show choice will be 
appropriate. She will also allow the students to view this document to get an idea of what the show will entail.  

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club/Activity

September	–	WR	Jr/Sr	HS	–	Vocal	Ensemble	2019	

Meeting	Date(s)
All	Meetings	are	held	in	the	WRIS	Music	Room	on	Wednesdays	from	3pm	–	3:30pm.			

○ September Sign ups/ Rehearsals: 11,18,25 

Agenda

Rehearsal:		Students	could	Sign-Up	within	these	3	weeks.		After	10/2,	I	will	close	the	roster.		
If	others	want	to	join	in	October	I	will	still	let	them	in.			

9/11	-	15	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	
● Went	over	commitment	for	concerts.	
● Handed	out	Welcome	forms	and	Remind.com	to	communicate	with	parents.	
● We	sang	through	Holiday	Sing	Along	Sheet	

9/18	-	20	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	
● Went	over	commitment	for	concerts.	
● Handed	out	Welcome	forms	and	Remind.com	to	communicate	with	parents.	
● We	learned	vocal	warms-ups	and	handed	out	Concert	Music:		

○ All	music	is	2	to	3	Part	
■ Sing	Along	Sheet	

9/25	-	25	Students	attended	
● Sign-In	Sheet	
● Handed	out	music	to	those	who	were	missing.	
● Put	students	in	2	vocal	parts.		Girls	-	Right,	Boys	-	Left	
● Sang	Through	each	song	brieWly	to	give	an	example...students	joined	in.		Wonderful	

job!!!	
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Safety Patrol – Johnson 

Our Intermediate School Safety Patrol has added a few new members this month.  These students have been 
assigned to a post and have trained with the members currently at that post.  We plan to work on a rotating 
schedule where students will alternate the post that they are assigned to.  We meet at least 2 a month and hope to 
add some more members as time goes on. 

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

September 17, 2019 
·   Grade 6:   4 students 
 Grade 5:   12 students 
  
September 24, 2019 
·   Grade 4:   20 students 
  
The plan for the year was discussed.  Activities for the year include:  October- Week of Respect, School 
Violence Awareness Week, December-Decorations for Winter Concert, January-April:  decorations for Spring 
Concert and for Drama Club. 

Students created posters for The October week of Respect days. Collaboration with guidance counselor and 
school principal. 

Student Council - Negro 

Wednesday, September 25th: Meeting with 4th and 5th graders interested in running for homeroom 
representative 
students in attendance: Lucas Gordon, William Magnusson, Myles Simmonds, Maddison Suarez, Thea 
Vodopivec, George Amabile, Mikayla Ferreira Cordero, Alex Cuzco-Urgiles, Andres Kotkas, Autumn 
Hutchison, Saanvi Zota, Carly Herman, Dean Mahbub, Alasdair Walsh, Thomas Garofalo, Alex Parillo, 
Madeline McCotter 

Thursday, September 26th: Meeting with 6th graders interested in running for Student Council 
students in attendance:  

Students were asked to submit a speech that they can read to their classmates outlining why they would like to 
be on the Student Council and what talents they bring to the job by October 7th.   

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field	Trips

Recruitment for Sept/Oct.  Build the choir. 
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Journalism – Diaz 

Journalism Club began work on their first 2019 edition of The WRIS Gazette. Each student in the journalism 
club was assigned a specific job based on what their interests are. Be sure to look out for our very first copy, 
Coming Soon! 

Members:  16 

4th Grade:  3 

5th Grade: 13 

 WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 
Pete Forman 
11th Grade American Literature Classes  
Students are busy working on APA and MLA formatted research papers focused on non-fiction selections.  The 
topics include the great speeches of Early American Democracy.  In class, we are making connections between 
American literature and the early history of our nation. In our next unit, we will work with poets like Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and William Cullen Bryant.  
11th Grade Honors American Literature Classes  
Students fare working in Socratic groups in and out of school to begin the formation of their year long websites 
focusing on the essential question:   what is American Literature?  The websites support student learning 
throughout the year. Research paper methodology and college/career readiness are also woven into the first few 
weeks of the Honors class.  

Melissa Papp 
English Language Arts Grade 8 
Students gained factual knowledge through fables and representation of animals of allegory, satire, and the 
Russian Revolution in preparation for reading Animal Farm by George Orwell.  Additionally, grade eight 
students used text structure and close reading strategies to compare a key character’s speech to a historical 
speech given in 1919 through a comparison essay.  Finally, they are practicing their use of new vocabulary 
terms as well as domain specific words. 
English Language Arts Grade 8 Honors 
In addition to acquiring and applying new vocabulary terms and beginning advanced writing practice, students 
gained factual knowledge through fables and representation of animals of allegory, satire, and the Russian 
Revolution. They are currently analyzing Animal Farm by George Orwell using close reading, paired 
informational text discussions, and literary response writing using a historical lens to evaluate the accuracy of 
Animal Farm as an allegory. 
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Journalism 
Journalism students have learned about journalistic ethics, the ABCs of Journalism, various structures of stories, 
and how to design a layout of a digital newspaper.  Additionally, they have explored and critiqued global 
journalism and student samples while looking for class concepts and best practices. Finally, they are completing 
drafts of their first news articles, which they hope to publish in the coming days. 

Kim Millar 
English II and English II (Honors) 
The English II classes are collaborating with the US History II course in regard to content, assignments, and 
literature.  As students in US History II study an era in American history, students will read literature that was 
written during/about that era, literature that discusses themes of the era (war, racism, oppression, injustice), and 
then complete a culminating project that applies the themes and issues depicted in both to modern day. Students 
have completed a review of literary terms and are about to begin a unit on racism and discrimination.  The 
classes will also completed a mini-research paper in preparation for the annual district assigned paper later in 
the year. We have also started to read Richard Wright’s Native Son, which addresses the nature/nurture argument 
as to why people are the way they are.  Students debated: Is their personality shaped by nature or nurture?  Do 
people commit crimes because it is in their nature or are they influenced by society to commit crimes (nurture)?  

Kim Millar 
AP English Language and Composition 
This is the second year students have the opportunity to take this newly instated course. This year’s group of  
juniors are both excited and nervous as they begin this venture.  We have reviewed the test format and 
expectations.  Students have also completed a diagnostic test to gauge their progress as the year progresses.  The 
AP English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled readers of prose 
written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who can 
compose written responses for a variety of purposes. Students should become aware of the interactions among a 
writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way generic conventions and the resources 
of language contribute to effective writing. This course is taught in conjunction with American literature. 
Students are expected to take the AP exam at the end of the academic year.   

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I classes reviewed the components of a strong paragraph response, and then applied these skills by 
writing paragraph responses analyzing an article they read about the moon landing. Students then reviewed and 
were tested on literary terms, and are now beginning a unit in which they will be reading short stories and 
analyzing the authors' use of literary devices. They have also begun their year-long study of vocabulary with 
Wordly Wise Book 9. 
English I Honors 
The English I Honors class reviewed the components of a strong paragraph response, and then applied these 
skills by writing paragraph responses analyzing their summer reading book, Jodi Lynn Anderson’s Midnight at 
the Electric. Students then reviewed and were tested on literary terms, and have started reading Laurie Halse 
Anderson's YA novel Speak. They have also begun their year-long study of vocabulary with Wordly Wise Book 
9. 
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Christine Green 
English 4/AP 
Students have already completed two novels in preparation for the AP exam in May 2020.  They have begun 
taking practice tests in preparation for the test.  
English 4 College Prep 
Students are studying the Anglo Saxon period in British Literature.  They have completed their first Unit test 
and are reading the ancient epic poem Beowulf.   
English Honors 
The class has already read two novels and completed a literary analysis of both selections. They are responsible 
for both written and verbal assignments based on their reading comprehension. 

Rebecca Landes  
English Language Arts Grade 7 
Grade 7 Language Arts students have been reading various short stories and focusing on plot, characterization, 
point of view, and setting. They have also learned new vocabulary from their reading, and defined and 
completed original sentences based on these words. Assessments have included a summer reading project, a 
“Selfie Poem” where students wrote about themselves and incorporated a photo with family or friends, guided 
reading questions, and quizzes. The students are also working on Personal Narratives through rough drafts, 
peer-editing, and they will eventually present their narratives to the class.  

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of September students continued to get use to the block schedule and the transition from 
class to class.  Students continue to read short stories, and have been quizzed and tested on selected stories and 
vocabulary. Students have completed their first Personal narrative and Editorial. Students will begin their 
introduction to MLA Formatting and research papers in the next few weeks.  

English 7 Honors 
Throughout the month of September students continued to get use to the block schedule and the transition from 
class to class.  Students continue to read short stories, and have been quizzed and tested on selected stories and 
vocabulary. Students have completed their first Personal narrative and Editorial. Students will also begin their 
introduction to MLA Formatting and research papers.  
Honor students have begun to complete their first of three Dialectical Journals and will soon begin reading their 
first novel The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin.  
 
Jessica McClain 
7th Grade Resource English 
The 7th graders transitioned nicely into their new school and have already begun working hard in English.  We 
kick started the year with our short story unit and students are analyzing plot, conflict, setting and 
characterization in several different texts.  We are also creating personal narratives and are enjoying recalling 
our favorite memories and memorable places.  We look forward to growing as learners in 7th grade English this 
year! 
8th Grade Resource English 
The 8th graders transitioned nicely into their new school year and have already begun working hard in English.  
We kick started the year with our short story unit and students are analyzing plot, conflict, setting and 
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characterization in several different texts.  Students are also in the process of conducting research projects to 
learn more about a famous person of their choice.  We will be presenting our projects in the beginning of 
October and look forward to learning from our classmates!   
9th Grade Resource English 
The 9th graders transitioned nicely into their new role as freshmen and have already begun working hard in 
English.  We kick started the year with our short story unit and students are analyzing plot, conflict, setting and 
characterization in several different texts.  Students have read non-fiction pieces then participated in Socratic 
seminars and discussions to educate and learn from others. We look forward to growing as learners in 9th grade 
English this year! 

Colleen Kozibroda 
English II Resource Room 
In English II, students began the year discussing and reviewing the summer reading theme:  A Universe of 
Stories-Let’s Journey to Outer Space; students completed a writing assessment after class review. They worked 
on peer editing skills and revision.  Students just finished literary devices; they reviewed literary devices, 
created illustrations and examples of each, reviewed through Kahoot, and played other review games through 
various center-based activities. They completed the unit on literary devices through a formal assessment. 
English III Resource Room 
In English III, students began the year discussing and reviewing the summer reading theme:  A Universe of 
Stories-Let’s Journey to Outer Space; students completed a writing assessment after class review. They worked 
on peer editing skills and revision.    
Students began the year and unit reflecting upon the question, “What is American Literature?” They are 
completing  a webquest researching various American authors and  will present findings to the class. 
English IV Resource 
In English IV, students began the year discussing and reviewing the summer reading theme:  A Universe of 
Stories-Let’s Journey to Outer Space; students completed a writing assessment after class review. They worked 
on peer editing skills and revision.   
As an introduction to our Anglo-Saxon unit, students are beginning a webquest to explore the daily life, 
religion, and culture of the Anglo-Saxons.  Students will then read, analyze, and critique Anglo-Saxon poetry:  
“The Seafarer,” “The Wanderer,” and “The Wife’s Lament” from the Exeter Book followed by Beowulf. 

Kelly Manicone 
ESL 
This month all our students started the year with fun projects.  The newer students created posters about 
themselves, their hobbies, interests and goals.  After creating their posters they wrote sentences or paragraphs 
about themselves and presented them to their classmates.  Our intermediate and advanced students created and 
presented Google slide projects that shared their various activities, travels, favorite movies, songs, shows, and 
any reading material they enjoyed over the summer.  All projects were as varied and interesting as the students.  
After our projects, the newer students began working on sentence structure with the verb to be.  They continued 
to identify the subject of a sentence and determine the difference between nouns and pronouns.  The advanced 
students and intermediate students worked on writing essays and preparing for the writing accuplacer.  Students 
created thesis statements and hooks for strong introductions in their 5 paragraph essays about winning 25 
million dollars in the lottery.   
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Social Studies Department 
Gianna Catalano  
Social Studies 

World History 
The class began with reviewing a map of Europe before understanding the Renaissance. Students analyzed art 
from both the Renaissance and Medieval period as well as made connections to modern art. Students read and 
analyzed literature from the Renaissance through collaborative activities. The class then started to discuss the 
Reformation and the impact religion has on society by reading primary source documents from Martin Luther. 
Students then started to research the different religions that stemmed from the Reformation. To wrap up the unit 
students were given specific topics, which they had to research and compare to present day. Students will be 
evaluated based on their knowledge of the Renaissance and Reformation as well as their ability to read and 
understand primary sources.  
US History I 
The class began with the reading and understanding as well as analyzing the Constitution of the United States, 
specifically Articles 1 through 7. Each week the class has been reading and analyzing one specific Article from 
the Constitution. They started with Article I, which led to them researching who currently is holding office in 
the United States Congress. The class then moved onto Article II where we discussed the different roles that are 
required and permitted to the President of the United States. Currently the class is reading and analyzing Article 
III, which will include a closer look at the case of Marbury vs. Madison and the concept of judicial review. 
Students will be evaluated based on their knowledge of the first seven articles of the Constitution as well as 
their ability to understand and interpret primary sources.  
The 1960’s 
Students started the course by exploring all the different events, people, places, and things they knew about the 
1960’s. Students had to then take these different events and place them accurately on a timeline, giving them a 
better sense of the decade and what happened when. Students then dove into the first unit, which covers 
Camelot (JFK) and Containment (Cold War). As a class we watched the 1960 televised presidential debates 
between Nixon and JFK analyzing the footage as we watched. From there students read documents surrounding 
the Cuban Missile Crisis and analyzed how JFK handled the very frightening situation. Students will watch a 
documentary that will cover JFK’s life and the different obstacles surrounding his presidency. After discussing 
the assassination of JFK students had to write a paper about how this assassination affected the country back in 
1963 as well as today. From there we moved onto the next unit about the Civil Rights.  

Steve Schneidman 
7th and 8th Social Studies/Honors 
The 8th grade honors class and the gen. ed. Classes are in the chapter concerning the Jefferson Era. Topics 
include: Jefferson’s Presidency, the Louisiana Purchase, and the War of 1812. 
The honors class did a project where they had to research Jefferson’s Presidency and come up with 10 questions 
to ask Jefferson in an interview format. Questions had to deal with events or laws that took place during his 
Presidency. 

The honors class also handed in their summer projects. 

The general education class had a group project where they had to research a famous person from the Jefferson 
era, for example Aaron Burr, John Adams, James Madison and others. 
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The 7th grade is working on Chapter 1, the main topics are the earliest Americans, Native American cultures, 
West African Empires, Greek and Roman influences on U.S. government. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
We are off to a fun and exciting start this school year in World History and World History Honors. World 
History begins with the seemingly boring Renaissance, Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution. However, 
students quickly learned that this was a period of rebellion and new ideas. Students learned why Martin Luther 
decided to rebel against the Catholic church and how revolutionary the Scientific Revolution really was, even 
putting poor Galileo Galilei “on trial”.  
World History Honors started the year by discussing their summer assignments, which allowed them to research 
figures throughout the impact that Galileo had on our world today. In discovering our modern view of the 
universe, advancing the telescope, and changing humans’ frame of mind on science and exploration Galileo had 
an indelible mark on our world today.   
AP US Government and Politics  
AP US Government started the school year by jumping into what is already a tumultuous period in politics. Our 
class has certainly not had any lack of material to discuss with many of current societal arguments being ones 
that the Founding Fathers argued themselves. The start of our year has been focused on the basis of the United 
States as a Democratic Republic, the creation of the Constitution, and the establishment of our federal system. 
From the very start of our school year we have seen that what was discussed in the 1700s is still discussed today 
as shown in an article in The Atlantic we read, “James Madison’s Mob-Rule Fears Have Been Realized”. As 
students delve further into the nuanced organization of our government the “same story, different century” 
mentality will be ever more apparent.  

Victor Minnocci 
APUSH  
The class began the year analyzing colonization between 1491 - 1654. This was followed by the settling of the 
English colonies. Topics included religious toleration, Puritanism, and American life in the seventeenth century. 
The French and Indian War was evaluated and the effects it had on the colonies. The class is currently 
evaluating the road to revolution. The sequence of British legislation and how it imposed on colonial rights and 
civil liberties and how a greater degree of colonial unity was developed. 
Honors U.S. II  
The class began the year exploring the 1920s. Significant events included the Red Scare, the Immigration Act of 
1924, the Sacco and Vancetti Trial, the Scopes Trial. The pros and cons of prohibition and the difficulty in 
enforcing the law. The cultural changes taking place in the U.S. was explored. Students completed a webquest 
on the Harlem Renaissance. Entertainment, sports heroes, movie stars and other forms of entertainment and how 
it influences the culture was analyzed. The class is now exploring the Great Depression. 
Current Issues  
The classes analyzed international, nation and local current events. Topics included global conflicts, North 
Korea and global trade. The Supreme Court cases the national economy and the political landscape were the 
dominant national issues evaluated. Students were either assigned topics to investigate or they were given they 
picked their own topic.  Local topics included Bergen County or Wood Ridge only. The students are assigned a 
5w’s to complete during each class. 
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Stephanie Gaven 
US History I Honors 
September certainly flew by in Mrs. Gaven’s class as we began to learn how to read and think like historians!  
We have analyzed the text of the Constitution in a variety of ways, examined primary sources to identify their 
relationship to its central ideas and debated the core constitutional principles as they relate to today's political 
issues. Things will only get more exciting as we interpret current laws involving individual rights and national 
security, and evaluate how the laws might be applied to current cases that cite violations of an individual's 
constitutional rights. 
Stephanie Gaven and Justine Thimmel 
US I History 
US History I classes also began to learn how to read and think like a historian as we studied the most influential 
document ever written, our Constitution! We have also evaluated the roles and responsibilities of each branch of 
government with close-reads of the articles, a Congressional Webquest, a Presidential role-playing activity and 
debate and discussion on a significant court case (Marbury vs. Madison).  After our unit test we will look at the 
Bill of Rights and Amendments and assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of 
the individual against the need for national security. 

Sociology 
In September we began our study of Sociology! First we analyzed and evaluated the work of the major 
sociologists and researched their lives, what they studied and their beliefs about the field of sociology. Next, we 
defined and identified the main ideas and concepts behind culture as we discussed the main characteristics and 
identified where they apply to our own lives through music. We will end our culture unit we determined how 
material cultures could be used to tell about cultural values and differences as we conducted a lab evaluated 
valuable items of others.  
Public Speaking 
As this course relies heavily on increasing the comfort level each student has when speaking in front of a group, 
we began this year with a peer-to-peer interview and introduction. Our first unit focuses on the various delivery 
techniques and skills necessary to become an exemplary public speaker. Students have viewed short clips, 
pulled apart readings, and completed a set of kinesthetic activities to practice these skills.  They made their first 
oral presentation on effective and ineffective non-verbal advertisements. For the remainder of the unit we will 
focus on descriptive language when speaking. 

Kimberly Forsyth 
Social Studies 7th Grade 
This month students were introduced to topics surrounding the beginning of the first human civilizations in 
North and South America.  Through writing prompts, role play, class discussion and various activities, we 
studied the migration patterns and cultural traditions of the Maya, Olmec, Inca, and Aztec and explored the 
unique forms of language that each used to communicate.  We then “visited” each region of North America and 
learned how the native cultures adapted to the environments that they settled in.   
U.S. History II 
This month we reviewed the culture, political policies, and key figures of the 1920s and 1930s.  Students 
examined the causes and effects of the Great Depression and made connections between the boom of credit and 
consumer goods and the economic collapse that occurred in the United States.  We will soon be exploring the 
rise of dictatorship in Europe and how their actions contributed to tensions throughout the world. 
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Debra Beck  
Accounting  
The students investigated the different types of business organizations.  They differentiated between financial 
and managerial accounting.  The students were introduced to the accounting equation and how to handle basic 
business transactions. 
Financial Literacy  
The students learned about present and future value.  They learned and practiced setting financial and 
educational goals by using the SMART technique for goal setting and evaluating opportunity costs. They 
investigated careers by taking an aptitude test, exploring a career, writing a resume.   They completed the online 
Ever-fi module titled Financing Higher Education.  
Stock Market  
The students learned how companies are formed and how they become a public company that is traded in the 
stock market.  The students learned about stockholders’ rights and responsibilities. They learned how to make 
graphs in Google Spreadsheet and how to read a stock table using online tools.   

Intro to Business   
The students learned about different aspects of the economy.  They learned how to use different economic 
indicators to evaluate the health of the economy.  They learned how scarcity, supply and demand affect 
businesses in an economy. They completed an assignment where the set up a new society using the economic 
principles. 

Science Department 
Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics/Physics Honors 
In Physics we have begun our study of Kinematics and how to use this to describe the motion of objects. 
Shortly we will be performing our stomp rocket lab. In Physics Honors we have been going over our summer 
work on Kinematics, Dynamics, Uniform Circular Motion and Universal Gravitation. Next we will begin 
discussing Energy and the Law of Conservation of Energy 
Chemistry 
This month students have been focusing on Measurement, Safety, and basic lab procedures. Next we will begin 
discussing Atomic Theory and Atomic History. 

Doubravka Hausner 
Chemistry Honors 
In Chemistry Honors class, students reviewed summer assignment work and took a their first test. We went over 
the lab safety and how to handle chemicals and lab equipment. Students explored common lab equipment and 
learned how to correctly use them to measure quantities. We are currently talking about arrangement of the 
periodic table.  

Chemistry 
In all Chemistry classes, students learnt about lab safety and how to handle chemicals and lab equipment 
correctly. Students worked with a partner to create a lab safety poster of one lab safety rule of their choice. As a 
class we discovered the basics of chemistry, matter, atoms and elements. Afterwards students were exploring 
physical and chemical changes and different types of mixtures. The class performed a 2 period lab and 
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conducted a series of experiments that helped them distinguish between physical and chemical changes. The lab 
is followed by a full lab report.  

!  

AP Chemistry 
Students in AP chemistry were given information about AP chemistry exam and the AP sylabus. We reviewed 
summer assignments and students took a first test on Atom. Students are currently learning about periodic 
trends and properties of compounds. They are also starting a 3 day lab of Analysis of Alum.  

Ted Colarusso 
Language of Medicine 
The course begins with memorization of root words, prefixes and suffixes, by use of props, worksheets, reading 
X-ray, CT scans and videos of actual surgeries.   After each procedure / topical videos, the language introduced 
is followed by class discussion.  Students continued to expand their knowledge of this new language by 
discussing major body parts (both internal and external).  In addition, we will discuss body planes, quadrants 
and regions, with knowledge of what body organs and systems are. 

Medical Terminology 
Students are entrenched in learning a new language: “The contained in each. 
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Anatomy & Physiology 
Students have complete basic terminology involving body planes, body regions, directional terms and 
identification of the eleven organ systems of the human body. The class is now learning introductory histology, 
examining the four human tissue types and choosing to research one tissue type in depth (Project Based 
Learning assessment) 
  

! !  

Biology 
In our recently renovated science lab, the Biology students have begun to study how to apply basic principles of 
the scientific method, and an overview of the major biological themes covered in the course.  We have also 
completed labs using microscopes and prepared slides to correlate characteristics of living organisms, as well as 
designed a controlled experiment to measure plant growth varying light colors and   students have performed a 
virtual lab using science-based “Gizmo” learning tools.  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Zoology 

In our renovated science lab and in our science elective course Zoology, students have begun to study how 
animals are classified based upon comparative genomics and bioinformatics.  They participated in an activity 
using cichlid fish as an example of the importance of evolutionary and ecological perspectives within zoology.  
We are currently investigating the common connection shared by animals at the cellular, tissue and organ levels, 
as well as building a model animal cell. 
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Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Science 
The 8th grade started the year off with a review of science safety and the CER framework (Claim, Evidence and 
Reasoning).   Using sponge capsules students practiced completing a CER graphic organizer and reviewed lab 
procedures.  Once complete students began their first unit of study entitled Matter and Its Interactions.  Each 
class started with reviewing how to distinguish between, identify and describe the structure of matter.  Students 
worked together using fruit loops and toothpicks to develop models of the molecular structure of elements, 
molecules, compounds and mixtures. The study of matter continued with a focus on measuring matter and the 
ways in which matter can change.  Students really enjoyed using electronic scales and the water displacement 
method to explore mass, volume and density.   
7th Grade Science 
The 7th Grade Science class has started the school year off with a review of lab safety, microscope usage and 
the CER framework.   Students created detailed posters illustrating our lab safety rules and completed situation 
models exploring situations that may occur in a lab.  Our first topic of study explored the characteristics of all 
living things.  Students were very excited to experiment with live worms in order to understand homeostasis and 
stimuli/response.  Continuing the study of living things students explored how organisms are classified and used 
dichotomous keys to identify the scientific names of sharks.  

Kristen Larson 
Science 7 
The first month of Science 7 went really well. We worked on exploring the themes of the life sciences. Students 
all got the chance to work with microscopes for the first time and explore some interesting cells. Additionally, 
we took a look at the introductory basics of life science. Science 7 is looking forward to looking at how cells 
can build the body of an organism! 
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Biology 
In September, Biology students were introduced to the basics of life science. Students completed a microscope 
lab, water properties lab, and an enzyme lab all while also learning about the chemical processes in our 
biosphere. Looking forward to October, we are preparing to study cells.  
Forensics 
In Forensics this month, we looked at the basics of crime scenes and criminology. Students began their year-
long research project on one famous case in forensic science. Students are now working on studying impression 
evidence left behind at crime scenes.  

Math Department 
Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1   
Students started the year working with the foundations for algebra.  They worked on variables and expressions 
and the order of operations.  Students finished the month solving one -step, two-step and multi-step equations. 
Geometry 
Students started the year with the tools of geometry.  Students learned about the undefined terms, creating nets 
and also naming rays and planes.  Students found the distance between points and calculate the midpoint of 
segments in space. 
Business Math 
Students began the year with integer operations, fractions and decimals with word problems involving 
companies and businesses.  
College Math 
Students explored concepts of Sets, Sets of Numbers, Axioms and Number bases.  Students ended the month 
working on a variety of Algebra equation problems. 

Kristine Schoenig 
8th grade Math 
Students were introduced to the class. We went over rules and expectations. Students handed in Summer 
Assignments. We then started discussing the complex number system. We reviewed operations with integers, 
converting fractions to decimals and order of operations. Now we are turning our focus to Scientific Notation 
and Laws of exponents. 
Algebra 1 
Students were introduced to the class. We went over rules and expectations. Students handed in Summer 
Assignments. We then reviewed the complex number system before starting our first unit. Since then we have 
been working on solving equations using all of the methods and solving word problems using equations. 

Gabe Ben-Nun 
Algebra II/Honors 
Students started the year with a comprehensive review. All classes signed up for Khan Academy, and google 
classroom.  Both the Honors and CP classes will use the NJCTL material as the primary resource instead of the 
textbook.  
Topics covered 

•Solving and Graphing Systems of Equations and Inequalities 
•Solving and Graphing Absolute Value Equations and Inequalities 
•Exploring Absolute Value Functions 
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Lisa Ames  
Geometry/Geometry Honors 
We started the year by reviewing some basic algebraic concepts such as solving equations, graphing, and slope. 
To begin the geometry course, we are learning about the basic foundations of geometry such as points, lines, 
and planes. Students are using their visualization skills to look at diagrams in three dimensions and learn about 
the 4 postulates of geometry. We also applied these in the coordinate plane using distance and midpoint 
formulas. The students will be completing a project applying statements about points, lines, and planes by 
taking photos of where these statements exist around them. Students also set up their Khan Academy and Delta 
Math accounts which they will have weekly assignments on.  
AP Statistics  
We began the AP statistics curriculum by discussed data and how it can be displayed. Students also practiced 
deciphering various statistical scenarios using the 5 W questions and looking at different types of variables. 
Students then completed chapter 2 which discussed pie charts and segmented bar graphs that can be used with 
univariate and bivariate data. Students set up their accounts on MyMathLab which they will have assignments 
from aligned to each chapter as well as Khan Academy. We also practiced constructing various data displays by 
hand and using the TI graphing calculators in order to look at shape, center, and spread.  
Statistics 
Students started their study of statistics by brainstorming what data they see around them. Then, we began 
chapter 1 which includes the two branches of statistics, the difference between samples and populations, and 
quantitative and qualitative data. Students discussed the different types of measurements and applied them to 
different real world scenarios. Students finished chapter 1 by discussing types of studies and how data can be 
sampled. We also discussed how studies can be designed with blocks to diminish the amount of bias. Students 
completed Chapter 1 problems online using MathXL.  

James Santangelo 
Algebra I 
After reviewing basic number sense and operations, students have begun solving equations using proper 
Algebraic processes.  Students are working collaboratively during class, and are engaging in reinforcement 
games using digital tools such as Kahoot! And Quizizz.  The students also completed the first round of STAR 
testing as a baseline for their growth.  Bonus points were awarded to students who attained a grade-level scaled 
score on the fall administration of STAR. 
Algebra I Honors 
After reviewing basic number sense and operations, students learned how to solve equations using proper 
Algebraic processes.  The next step is to apply equation solving and expression evaluation to the real world.  
One of the concepts we will discuss is percent increase and percent decrease.  This concept will be the focal 
point of the first student project involving the stock market.  Students are working collaboratively during class, 
and are engaging in reinforcement games using digital tools such as Kahoot! and  Quizizz.  The students also 
completed the first round of STAR testing as a baseline for their growth.  Bonus points were awarded to 
students who attained a grade-level scaled score on the fall administration of STAR. 
AP Calculus AB 
When students walked into the class for the first time this year, they were introduced to Calculus and its origins 
by watching two short You Tube clips on the content of the course and the founders of its concepts, Sir Isaac 
Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz.  The students then reviewed functions and their behaviors, along with 
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trigonometry so that they could began a unit of study on limits.  This is the first of three parts that this course 
will cover and will lead into second part, derivatives, in October.  We are answering the question, “What is a 
limit?” by applying the definition of a limit to the analysis of the behavior of the function when it is graphed.  
The students are confirming the graphical aspect of limits with algebraic processes as well.   
Pre-Algebra 
After reviewing basic number sense, the students learned about the Pythagorean Theorem and its application.  
We discussed the importance of a theorem and how it applies in the world of mathematics.  Students then 
applied the Pythagorean Theorem to finding the distance between two points on a coordinate plane.  Students 
are working collaboratively during class, and are engaging in reinforcement games using digital tools such as 
Kahoot! And Quizizz.  The students also completed the first round of STAR testing as a baseline for their 
growth.  Bonus points were awarded to students who attained a grade-level scaled score on the fall 
administration of STAR. 

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we introduced ourselves and went over summer assignment and took the test. . 
Student asked questions about topics that troubled them during summer . During the second week of classes we 
started adding integers. Students learned how to use manipulatives for adding integers and used number lines to 
solve addition. Students were shown a song for the help of adding integers. During the third week of classes, we 
started subtracting integers. Students learned how to use manipulatives for subtracting integers and used number 
lines to solve subtraction. Students were shown a song for the help of subtracting integers. The fourth week, the 
lessons were practicing adding and subtraction together and preparing for the test of integers.  

Robert Berger 
Resource Algebra II 
Students began the year by reviewing basic skills through their summer packets. They all are enrolled in Khan 
Academy for remediation, and exploration of current topics.  All students have enrolled in Google classroom to 
keep abreast of topics in class. We spent the first month of the school year diving head first into Algebra II. In 
chapter 9, we dealt with sequencing. We dealt with generic sequences, and finding explicit and recursive 
formulas, as well as evaluating sequences. We then went into Geometric and Arithmetic sequences, which 
included finding means for both. We then stepped back to chapter 1 and are exploring Some Algebra Basics in 
preparation for relearning functions. We have begun having 5 Khan academy lessons a week, and weekly pop 
quiz on review topics from basic skills. 
Geometry Resource 
Students began the year by reviewing basic skills through their summer packets. They all are enrolled in Khan 
Academy for remediation, and exploration of current topics.  All students have enrolled in Google classroom to 
keep abreast of topics in class. We have spent the first Month of school exploring basic foundations of 
Geometry. In Chapter 1 : we have explored, basic geometric definitions,  line segments, angle pairs, and angle 
addition. We will finish with Area and Perimeter of basic shapes, and midpoint and distance. We have begun 
having 5 Khan Academy lessons a week, and weekly pop quiz on review topics from basic skills. 
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Steve Olsen 
Calculus 
Students were tested on their summer assignment and are completing a review unit covering Precalculus topics. 
Review topics included linear and non-linear functions, trigonometric functions, piecewise and Even/Odd 
functions and properties of logarithms. Students completed independent online assignments using Delta Math. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students were tested on their summer assignment and completed a review unit covering Algebra 2 topics. 
Review topics included relations and functions, domain and range, even and odd functions and greatest integer 
function.  Students just began a unit on trigonometric functions, angles and measures.   Students watched, 
summarized and questioned online instructional videos and were quizzed on the concepts during each daily 
class. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students were tested on their summer assignment and completed a review unit covering Algebra 2 topics. 
Review topics included relations and functions, domain and range, even and odd functions and greatest integer 
function.  Students just began a unit on trigonometric functions, angles and measures.   Students watched, 
summarized and questioned online instructional videos and were quizzed on the concepts during each daily 
class.  
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students began working on Unit 1.1 - Representing and Transmitting Information.  Students learned and used 
different number base systems including binary, hexidecimal, octal and decimal and simulated message 
exchanges using internet simulation.  Students began practice AP explore project by investigating and 
documenting a computing innovation.  Students also completed reading chapter one of “Blown to Bits” and 
summarized their opinions using edmodo online discussion tools. 
AP Computer Science A 
Students completed Unit 1 covering Primative Data Types including declaring, initializing and using integer, 
boolean, double and character types.  Students began a unit on using Objects where they are introduced to the 
system of classes and objects in Java. 

Catherine Bethon 
Art      

!  
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Graphic Design  
We kicked off the year by finding out “What really is Graphic Design?”.  Students explored the major careers 
for the field and what the potential salary is for that job.  With further investigation we looked into the college 
aspect of what degree someone would need in order to apply for a job in the field of graphic design.  There was 
a lot of talk about college tuition, loans, and paychecks, it was a great conversation for the upperclassmen.   
After we had a clear picture of the field of Graphics we next had to learn the software used by the designers.  
We started with Adobe Illustrator, which creates images saved in a vector file.  We are learning how to use the 
basic tools in Illustrator to create examples of the Elements of Design.  We also find examples of those same 
Elements of Design created by designers in magazines for either adverts or articles.   
Art Exploration - Grade 8   
An eager bunch of students learned to “Find Your Zen” with a Zentangle mini project.  We looked at symbols 
and talked about positive and negative space.  Then with the help of quiet ambiance music we slowly and 
patiently learn to calm and free our minds from trying not to plan too much but instead to break large drawings 
into smaller sections.  We finished out the mini project through “Do Nows” in class. 

 !  
In the studio part of class there has been a lot of observational drawings of items from our room.  Sometimes we 
use the box of fake fruit or geometric shapes.  The task is to think how we really see something sitting on the 
table in front of us instead of how we imagine it to look.  This is not as easy as we think but we are learning that 
art is something you must practice at to do well in.  Art is not always a gift given to you. 
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Introduction to Art 
 Betty Edwards published a book called “Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain” and it’s a great explanation of 
how one learns to draw.  Going off some of her exercises the Intro to Art classes have been working with 
viewfinders and still lifes to create three-dimensional drawings on a two-dimensional surface.  In order to see 
the progress we make with our art we first documented our drawing abilities with three pre-drawings.  We are 
currently finishing our contour line drawings in ink.   
Studio Art   
This course has 8 female upperclassmen enrolled for the semester.  This specific group I’ve had the chance to 
work with each one of them prior to this school year.  Now we are taking a trip back in time to explore the art 
created in the cradle of civilization.  The first studio project is creating relief tiles made from sheet metal to be 
designed with a Near East/Egyptian inspiration.  The class was interested in the specifics of the polygamist 
religions practiced in this time period and the way in which they were portrayed within the artwork.  With 
immense talent for this group I have let them take the reigns after demonstrating the use of the medium.  We are 
in the process of editing designs and practicing how to warp the metal with stylus tools. 

Sean Rutherford 
TV Production: 
Students in TV Production have started and completed their composition projects.  Students learned that when 
taking a photo or shooting a video, what’s out of the frame is just as important as what is in the frame.  Students 
prepared a slides presentation illustrating the fourteen photo types required.  Their projects turned out to be 
excellent! Students thoroughly enjoy being able show off their uniqueness in photography or film.  Each group 
was to present their slides presentation to the class and critique each other’s work. 
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TV Production students are now moving into their music video project.  Anticipation is building as they are 
trying to pick a song for their video.  This is always the most difficult part for students because they can never 
agree on a song and when they do, they realize it isn’t school appropriate.  But once again, they’re excited to 
work on this assignment and I’m excited to view their videos next month. 
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Web 2.0: 
Students begin working on a podcast.  To introduce podcasts, students listened to several podcasts.  The first 
podcasts student’s listened to was NPR’s “How I Built This”.  In this podcast, Guy Raz interviews the founders 
of major companies and corporations to get their story and how the company became what it is.  The class 
listened to the episode about Instagram and how the app was originally designed to ‘check-in’ to locations to 
show friends where you were.  It quickly showed that there was little interest in location sharing, but users 
loved the photo sharing aspect.  So the creators dropped the location sharing and focused solely on photo 
sharing.  This decision led to one of the most used apps and a sale price to Facebook for $1 Billion.

! !

!  
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Students recorded their own podcast, discussing any topic they wish (as long as I approved it).  The used their 
phones to record and the Mac laptops software Garageband to edit their podcast.  We then played them for the 
class and provided feedback.   

!  

Robotics 
Students have learned the role robots play in society.  They’ve seen videos of different robots from those that 
vacuum your house for you (iRobot and Roomba), to Boston Dynamics new breed of four-legged and two-
legged robots that help physically disabled individuals in their homes (and do pretty awesome backflips).  
Students then watched a comparison video of Ford Motor Company’s assembly line in the 1980s (filled with 
human workers) and then the same company’s assembly line today where there is only a handful of humans and 
a plethora of robots welding and moving items. 
Students then began working on their own robot kits.  Being eager students, one group finished their initial 
build already and I’ve set them up with more advanced builds. 

Teresa Fiorina 
Culinary Arts I 
International Cuisine 
Culinary Arts I 
Five classes of Culinary Arts Students have begun their class experience by getting acclimated with the Kitchen 
Classroom  here at Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School. They spent time going into the kitchens and seeing where 
everything is and then learning what the various tools and utensils are used for. Seven freshman students who 
were accepted into the Culinary Arts & Hospitality Institute,  have begun their four year course of study which 
promises to develop and enhance any existing  culinary skills  and hospitality knowledge they have brought 
with them to the program.  Students have learned the many important safety and sanitation requirements 
implemented not only here in our Culinary classroom, but also in other food service establishments as well as 
the home kitchen. They worked collaboratively in groups to design Safety Posters displaying what they thought 
were key and important safety rules. Correct measuring techniques have been described to them as the keys to 
baking and cooking results of the highest quality. They baked chocolate chip cookies to leave out for the parents 
attending Back to School night.  Last week they prepared pancakes and french toast and agreed how much 
better they taste home-made than from a frozen package.  
International Cuisine 
An introduction to foods around the world for students enrolled in this upper level cooking class began to show 
them not only what other countries eat but also understand what influences why they eat what they do such as 
geography, climate  and various types of farming. Our first region to study was The British Isles. We worked in 
the media center to assist with our research for this first project. Posters displaying international themes and 
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foods were designed by the students who chose a theme and worked in small groups to design them. What 
countries make up the British Isles set the groundwork to choose recipes from those countries in particular.  We 
researched the old recipes as well as some new updated ways to make these traditional dishes. Fish and Chips 
were prepared by the students and many of them chose to make their own delicious dipping sauces. Pikelets or 
small pancakes eaten in Britain and Scotland were also prepared by the students and topped with powdered 
sugar.  

!  

Toni Baumgartner 
Band 

American Popular Music (Semester Class) 
September units in the new class called American Popular Music focused on the origins of popular music, the 
European, African, Latin stream of influences that helped shape the music of today.  

• Critical listening 
• British Ballad 
• String Band Tradition 
• Careers in music 
• Terms/glossary 
• Timeline 
• Listen to song list from the Instructor’s Manual 
• Assorted You Tube videos to support the music being listened to 
• Early Blues 

Middle School Band (Marking Period Class) 
Band classes are in room 109. The course is a marking period course that meets once every 4 days. The class 
will last until the end of the first semester.  Beginning band members are together with more experienced 
players. The band members have to set up and break down the equipment every class. Each student needs their 
music folder, a music stand, and chair for each session. 
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This class is for students possessing beginning and intermediate skills on woodwind, brass, and percussion 
instruments. Students in Band study and perform music of a beginning and intermediate level with an emphasis 
on developing technical ability, characteristic tonality, and knowledge of phrasing. 

1. Old Favorites 
2. Memorization of Ode to Joy 
3. Scales and arpeggios 

High School Band Class (Full Year) 
In HS Band Class we have a few students who never played or read music before. This slows down the pace of 
the class. Students work on playing their instruments using correct posture and position. In September, this class 
works on music from the Superior Bands in 16 Weeks, and select compositions that are appropriate for the 
group. 

1. Scales & arpeggios 
2. Rhythms: understanding compound meter, ⅜, 9/8, 12/8 

a. Listening, echoing, writing down 
b. Dictation 

3. Sweet Caroline 
4. Colour My World 
5. La Bamba 
6. And more 

Pep Band 
Consists of 14 very dedicated musicians.  
Performs at every football game and pep rally.  
Knows over 19 pieces of music. 
Rehearses every Wednesday after school 
Represents WR in a very positive light 

1. Star Spangled Banner (memorized) 
2. Celebration 
3. We Will Rock You 
4. Cheer 1 & 2 
5. Ride of the Valkyries Theme 
6. YMCA 
7. Eye of the Tiger 
8. Final Countdown 
9. Happy 
10. Alma Mater (memorized) 
11. Hey Song 
12. Louie Louie 
13. Notre Dame 
14. On Wisconsin 
15. Rock Around the Clock 
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16. Star Wars 
17. Summer Nights 
18. Sweet Caroline 
19. Tequila 
20. War Chant 

Melissa Manolakakis 
Choir Classes  
During the first two weeks of September students learned their role as a choir member and also the role of the 
choir director.  We worked on building relationships and confidence while singing popular songs in unison and 
playing icebreakers.  We spoke about achieving successful rehearsals by practicing effectively using the practice 
MP3s and reading and understanding the choir contract.   The third week we concentrated on what it means to 
sing “On Pitch” or “Off Pitch?”  Students learned to identify and perform correct warm-ups by doing stretching, 
posture, breathing  and shaping exercises.  They also learned that any tension in their body goes directly to their 
throat. This enabled students to have a clear understanding of the foundation of singing.  The fourth week we 
learned to identify correct pitches, sing in unison, run through warm-ups and assess and assign students their 
voice parts: Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass.  “God Bless America” is the first song that they will be tested on in 
sectionals: Soprano, Alto, Tenor & Bass during the last week of September.  All are performing as 1 Choir in the 
concert (3 sections a day) : Grades 9th - 12th comprised of 100.  Students in Glee Club will perform with the 
choir and as an individual group.  Grades 7 - 8 will perform in individual class recitals. The songs we are 
singing: “The Star Spangled Banner”, “Alma Mater”, “Scars to Your Beautiful”, “Live Like Your Dying”, “God 
Bless America”, “Amazing Grace”, “Don’t Stop Believing”, “You Will Be Found”. 

Music Art and Film  
For the 1st month we watched Rocky I, Rocky Documentary and Rocky 2.  and The Karate Kid.  In both films 
we study the triumph of the underdog: Sports as motivation for character growth; Importance of the sport in the 
film - could the story work in another setting?; Characters who seek redemption; and the Effect on the audience 
of music and art within the films.  At the end of each film students completed a series of questions and wrote a 
film review.   
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Events for Choir 
September 

● Tuesday, 9/11/18 - 9/11 Ceremony;   TBA (Anthony Finke)  

● Glee Auditions - 11, 13 & 18 
○ Please sign up for a time slot outside of room 109.   
○ Audition requirements are located on website for Glee or outside room 109. 
○ Link for Glee Contract Slip:  

● 9/17/18 - 9/24/18 - Ashley Farms Frozen Baked Goods Sale (Individual Fundraiser) 
○ Fundraisers Music Department: All individual Fundraisers will be on an individual basis 
○ Students will Profit 40% of what is sold from themselves.   

● Monday, 9/24/18 - 1st Payment for Trips Due 

● Tuesday, 9/25/18 - 10/22/18 - Snap-Raise - Music Department Online Fundraiser 70% profit 
(Individual) 
○ Band and Glee Club Members  
○ 1st kick off meeting - 9/25/18 - 2:45pm - 3:15pm in Auditorium 
○ 2nd check up meeting 9/27/18 - 2:45pm - 3:35pm in Auditorium 

Eileen Layman 
Media Center        
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County 
Educational Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating 
school libraries.  

CIRCULATION:    
Books: 48  

Interlibrary loans 
Borrowed : 2 DVDs; 1 Print Book  -   Lent: 1 book 

The Media Center is open for student use, before and after school and during lunch periods. Students are 
required to have a pass during class time.  
A schedule is posted on the Media Center door.  
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Collaborative Media Center classes 
Grade 7 Language Arts Class - Mrs. Landes  
Students visited the Media Center and borrowed books for class reading. Mrs.Layman showed the students the 
“new book displays” and explained the fiction and non-fiction locations. 

Grade 7 Language Arts Class - Ms. McClain 
Students began their research project on biographies. Students used the BELS online catalog to search for books, 
checked biography displays and concluded their search with the  biography section in the Media Center. 

Culinary- International Foods  - Ms. Fiorina 
Students researched recipes and cultural influences from the United Kingdom. 

Grade 11 - Language Arts Class - Mr. Forman 
Students are researching historical speeches using subscription databases and print books. ProQuest elibrary, 
Cavendish Square Digital and Ebscohost are the three databases Mrs. Layman introduced to the students.  
 
 
Grade 7 Maker Initiative Class - Mrs. Layman 

Mrs. Layman’s Maker classes have been constructing electronic circuits using SnapCircuits. The class began 
with discussions about open and  closed circuits and  included resistors, insulators and conductors. Students 
have designed circuits with blinking lights, sirens and space wars sound effects. When the effect was not 
achieved, students retraced the circuit to locate the problem. The overall favorite was achieving height with the 
flying fan. Students understood reversing polarities on the motor,  and how the switches were closed to have 
liftoff with the flying fan rather than just a spinning fan.  

!  
Martin and Maryana build a circuit and add an amplifier.  
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    Students construct circuits with blinking lights and police sirens. 

!  
     Students added a space wars sound effect to their circuit. 

!  
       Maker Initiative students chose to build a circuit with blinking lights as the Happy Birthday song played. 
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What is this?  
 Mrs. Layman presented a small part of a circuit from the copy machine. 
Students had to guess what the part was and how it functioned within the circuit.  
Each class had winners.  

                                                                     
  
Josh  and Anthony  (A Day) were correct in identifying the thermostat from the Media Center copy machine.  
Joshua, Riley, Nico  and Thomas  (B Day) also identified the correct part of the circuit. 
Erin and Matthew  (D Day) won the What is this? question from their class, naming the thermostat as the piece 
from the circuit.  
   
Physical Education 

Andrea Marino 
Grades 8 and 9 Physical Education 
The students were introduced to our school policies for the year in PE class.  Many issues were addressed such 
as PE attire, jewelry, no phones and safety concerns.  Locker room procedures were also introduced to each 
class.  Mr. Sinclair was also present to address any concerns the students may have asked. 
I have started a walking club in my PE class to help keep the students moving that don’t like to participate in 
“game like” activities.  They are required to keep track of their laps for the period, working on up to a mile each 
class period. 
Volleyball 
All four teams are working extremely hard.  Our Varsity is currently at 8-2 with only loses to two independent 
teams.  We will be entering the county tournament this year.   
Our JV and freshman teams are improving every day.  Our Junior team is 2-2 and is much improved over last 
year’s season.   

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
September, 2019 

!76



Chris Lange 
10th Grade - Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free 
weights. Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed 
dynamic warm up/flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and 
additional training equipment into their workouts.  Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. 
These include volleyball, badminton, speedball and basketball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals 
and techniques pertaining to each activity.    
8th Grade Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned weight training using machines and free 
weights. Students learned Cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zone. Students performed 
dynamic warm up/ flexibility exercises.  Students learned how to incorporate stability balls and additional 
training equipment into their workouts.  
9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free 
weights.  Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 
minutes. Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and 
how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to 
choose an activity.  These include Volleyball, badminton, and speedball.  Students were instructed in rules, 
fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each activity.  
12 grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a Fitness plan. Students learned weight training using the machines and free 
weights. Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while doing 
cardiovascular activity. Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises. Students also learned core 
training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment in their workouts. Students are 
able to choose an activity. These include volleyball, badminton and speedball. Students were instructed in rules, 
fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each activity.  
Theory of Coaching 2019 
Students learned the value of a Coaching Philosophy and importance of knowing who you are and what kind of 
coach they want to be. Students learned the 3 major objectives of sports and society’s objectives for sport 
programs and the compatibility of their objectives with society’s perspective on winning as an objective in 
sports and to define their personal objectives for coaching. 

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes began and we are off to a great start.  The students have begun a more intensive 
warm up to increase their fitness levels. Target Heart Rate training consists of reaching and maintaining their 
Heart Rate at a specific rage for the duration of 20 minutes. They can expect to get longer and more intense as 
the year progresses.  The activities offered this month are Archery, football & soccer and walking club. The 
walking club is designed for the students to increase their cardiovascular strength as well as muscular 
endurance.  
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Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students were welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  
Grade 8 Physical Education 
Students were welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  
Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students were welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  
Grade 12 Physical Education 
Students were welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
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classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.   

SGO pre-test data is being recorded. 
All IEP’s/504’s were signed and acknowledged.  
Safeschool training was completed.  
Completed the PE Bulletin Board as well. ( See Pic below)  

!  

Joseph Belger   
(Physical Education 7 & 9) 
The students were introduced to our school policies for the year in PE class.  Issues such as PE attire, jewelry, 
no phones and safety concerns were addressed.  Locker room procedures were also introduced to each class.  
Mr. Sinclair was also present to address any concerns the students may have asked. 
  
My PE classes have been participating in basketball, flag football, kickball, volleyball skill building, indoor/
outdoor soccer, & weight room.  We have also been working on our fitness by walking/running the track before 
class, for our mile run in October.  Mrs. DiNapoli has a walking club that tracks progress, steps, and heart rate. 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Introduction of the Spanish language 
• Reviewed the pronunciation of the Spanish language 
• Vowel poem AEIOU recitation in Spanish 
• Learned the Spanish Alphabet and prepared “El Alfabeto” booklet 
• Learned Daily Classroom Expressions   
• Learned Greetings and Farewells and wrote dialog 
• Introduction to the Spanish-speaking countries and capitals 
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Spanish II 
• Spanish I Vocabulary and Grammar review 
• Review of -ar, -er, and –ir regular and irregular verbs from Spanish I 

Spanish For Travelers 
• Introduction of the Spanish language 
• Reviewed the pronunciation of the Spanish language 
• Learned the Spanish Alphabet and prepared “El Alfabeto” booklet 
• Learned Daily Classroom Expressions   

 Tess Iannacco 
The Italian I 
These classes begun the school year learning vocabulary related to expression of courtesy and greetings. We 
completed a vignette project and presented in class. The class listened to authentic conversations in the target 
language and watched a video on Vivaldi’s the composer of Baroque classical music and violin making in Italy.  
Italian II 
This class begun review of Chapters 1, 2, and 3. We reviewed vocabulary related to Greetings, expression of 
courtesy, Leasure time, and family and friends. The cultural content included how Italians greet each other, what 
is the “commedia dell’arte,  and learned where Italian is spoken. In chapter two we learned how the Italian 
school system works, and learned about the oldest university in the world.  In chapter three we learned how 
italian spend their free time and Italian champions in Olympic sports. The grammatical structure review 
included notions learned in chapters 1, 2 and 3 which are: Nouns and articles, numbers 0-100, subject pronouns 
and the verb “essere”, adjective agreement, telling time, regular -are verbs, the irregular verbs andare, dare, fare 
and stare, the verb to “avere” , regular -ere verbs and piacere, numbers 101 and higher, possessive adjectives , 
simple and articulated prepositions, regular -ire verbs, descriptive adjectives, interrogative and demonstrative 
adjectives. This class watched a video on Vivaldi’s the composer of Baroque classical music and violin making 
in Italy. 

Italian III   
This class begun a review of Chapters 1-5A. These include all grammatical, cultural, contextual and synthesis 
notions covering all these chapters. We will begin chapter 5b “A tavola!. We learned new vocabulary related to 
food, watched a short video in Italian, learned how, when and what Italians eat, and famous chefs and additional 
vocabulary related to food. We learned about “customs and traditions” and which dessert is paired/served with 
the Holiday being celebrated. The structure of the language was further studied through Indirect Object 
pronouns and how to use them with the verbs “Piacere” and “dispiacere”.  This class watched a video on 
Vivaldi’s, the composer of Baroque classical music and violin making in Italy. A reflection essay was produced 
by each student.  
 Italian IV/AP  
This class review Chapters 1-8A of Sentieri. This review included all grammatical, cultural, contextual, and 
synthesis notions covered by these chapters. We also began using the book “Immagina” and continued our study 
of Italian Culture/Language through Science and Technology” This class watched a video on Vivaldi’s, the 
composer of Baroque classical music and violin making in Italy.  A discussion followed.  
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 Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish  

Spanish II 
• Class activities and written assessments related to the introduction of class directions, articles, adjectives 

and noun agreement 
• Class activities and assessments related to using the verb SER and adjectives to describe people and 

things orally and in writing 
Spanish III 

• Class activities and exercises related to daily activities 
• Activities and assessments related to using the present tense to talk about daily activities incorporating 

irregular verbs, stem-change verbs and verbs like gustar 
• Review chapter written presentation 

Spanish IV 
• Review of basic themes such as present tense verbs and object pronouns 
• Review chapter test 
• vocabulary and study related to archeology and myths and legends of various cultures 
• Investigation into different usages of the subjunctive mood in Spanish and how to distinguish between 

when to use different subjunctive and indicative tenses focusing now on verbs and phrases indicating 
doubt or certainty 

Spanish AP 
• Work related on the breaking of words into syllables for the purpose of identifying diptongos and hiatos; 

pronunciation and accent work 
• Identifying common homophones and relation to use of accents 
• N,S,vowel rule and word classifications (esdrujula, llana, aguda) and related accent practice in writing 
• Introduction of heroes and identify theme  

Guidance Department 

The Guidance Department had a busy and eventful September. Over the past two weeks seniors have 
participated in two senior seminars. The first one focused on seniors working on their Common Applications 
and updating their Naviance accounts. The second seminar focused primarily on filling out the Rutgers 
application. 
  
We were also very happy to hear that many junior and senior students attended the Bergen County College Fair 
at Fairleigh Dickenson University. Mrs. Paniagua and Mr. Rowley also took 50 junior and senior students on a 
Rutgers bus tour. The students were able to see each of the five campuses on the Rutgers New Brunswick 
campus.  
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Athletics- October Superintendent's Report  
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The 2019 WRHS Girls soccer program has 31 girls, which is the largest roster in program history.  The girls had 
a very busy summer.  Most of the team competed in the Kearny Summer League.  This consisted of six games 
during the months of June and July.  In addition, several of the girls attended a camp at Montclair State 
University for 4 nights at the end of July.  In August, we also attended a New York Red Bulls II game at 
Montclair University.  We played a regular season match against Saddle Brook, in September on that very same 
field.  

For the first time in program history, we will play a full JV schedule.   As for varsity, we opened up under the 
lights at WRHS with a 5-0 victory over Cliffside Park.  For the first time in 5 years, we entered to play in the 
Bergen County Tournament.  We were defeated by Dwight Englewood , who is ranked #18 in Bergen County.  
So far this season, our girls have shown to be resilient and scrappy.  This was evident in a 2-2, 100 minute, hard 
fought draw at Hasbrouck Heights.   Our goal is to get better every day and keep moving forward as a program.  
We look forward to the rest of the season! 

Boys Soccer- During the first month of the season, we have achieved a 6-3 record despite losing key players to 
injury. We also achieved our 50th win in the program’s history on September 5, 2019 with a 4-0 victory home 
against Weehawken. The team has also qualified for the upcoming NJIC tournament and has been starting to 
play at a higher level in the last few games. Some highlights include four freshmen who made their varsity 
debut and our backup keeper, sophomore Kyle Ramos, achieving his first Varsity win.  
 
 

! !  
Volleyball- All four teams are working extremely hard.  Our Varsity is currently at 8-2 with only loses to two 
independent teams.  We will be entering the county tournament this year.   
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Our JV and freshman teams are improving every day.  Our Junior team is 2-2 and is much improved over last 
year’s season.   

Football- This has been a nice start to the 2019 season.  Through August we worked hard getting better each 
day. We are a young team with only 4 seniors most of the team is sophomores and they put the time in. In 
August we worked on our summer work for school so that everyone had it done before the school year started. 
And of course our team day which we shared with the Girls Soccer team and Coach Cala alway fun for all. The 
season started on a bad note in the score but it gave a start to a 2 game win streak and the team getting better. 
This past Friday night we had a bit of a setback in our record but a good experience, we have to understand that 
we can play with the bigger team. The fans are giving us energy through September we had recreation night and 
teach appreciation recognizing both at half time of the Bogota game. Thank you to all for the constant support 
we will continue to get better.            

! !  
 
 

Cross Country- This team is special as it is the 1st Cross Country team to represent Wood-Ridge High School in 
Cross Country in 25+ years. We have had amazing groth individually and as a program. Each week we continue 
to get better and it is showing with our boys and girls times. I am very fortunate to be apart of W-R XC and 
thank you all for welcoming me. Please see the attached link for an interesting story about our program from NJ 
MILE SPLIT.  
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https://nj.milesplit.com/articles/267855/wood-ridge-fielding-xc-team-for-first-time-in-25-years 
 
 
Cheering- The fall season is in full swing and the 2019 varsity cheerleaders have been cheering their hearts out 
on the sidelines.  The girls have not only performed enthusiastically on the sideline but their halftime routine 
has received numerous compliments as well.  We are very happy that the hard work they have put in is paying 
off! 

    

 !  
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